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R E S I L I E N C E  I N  A C T I O N :
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Our Mission
Casa Cornelia Law Center is a 501(c)(3) public interest law firm providing quality 
pro bono legal services to victims of human and civil rights violations. Casa 
Cornelia has a primary commitment to indigent persons within the immigrant 
community in Southern California. It seeks to educate others regarding the impact 
of immigration law and policy on the community and the public good. 

The spirit of Casa Cornelia is rooted in the tradition of service of the Society of the 
Holy Child Jesus and that of its founder, Cornelia Connelly.  It encompasses the 
belief that God has chosen to need men and women in every age to reveal God’s 
love and to make known the reality of God’s saving presence through their service 
to others. Casa Cornelia seeks to foster a spirit of simplicity, honesty, kindness, and 
cheerfulness among colleagues and with those served. It has chosen Thomas More as 
the exemplar of these qualities to mark its practice of law.
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J U S T I C E  W I T H  CO M PA S S I O N  E N D U R E S 
A  L E T T E R  F RO M  O U R  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C TO R

Dear Friends,

As we reflect on 2024, we are deeply inspired by the resilience and courage of the individuals 
Casa Cornelia is privileged to serve. Our clients—whether asylum seekers, unaccompanied 
children, or survivors of serious crime—faced unimaginable obstacles. Yet they continued 
to persevere in the face of violence, persecution, and instability. Their strength reminded us 
daily why our mission matters and renewed our commitment to walk alongside them with 
compassion and dignity.

In 2024, an uncertain immigration landscape created real challenges for those seeking safety 
and protection, but Casa Cornelia remained steadfast. We adapted to evolving circumstances, 
ensuring that no one was left without a voice or without counsel. Our legal team and 
volunteers guided clients through complex processes, defended their rights, and provided a 
safe haven where trust, safety, and hope could be restored.

Last year, Casa Cornelia responded to nearly 3,000 individuals from 79 countries, speaking 
more than 55 languages. Each case represented not only legal advocacy, but also a step toward 
stability, safety, and renewed possibility. These stories are a testament to the impact of justice 
with compassion—the principle that has guided us for more than three decades.

Looking ahead, we know that the current immigration climate presents even greater 
challenges. Still, Casa Cornelia’s resolve has never been stronger. With your continued 
partnership, we will remain a place of refuge, a defender of human rights, and a source of 
hope. Together, we will continue to serve the most vulnerable, offering them the chance to 
rebuild their lives with dignity, compassion, and a brighter future—one case, one life at a 
time.

With gratitude,

Carmen M. Chavez, Esq.
Executive Director



Gloria Bader, Ed.D.
BOARD CHAIR
The Bader Group

Thomas R.  Laube, Esq.
BOARD VICE CHAIR

Sandler, Lasry, Laube, Byer & Valdez LLP

Mary Siegrist
BOARD SECRETARY

CoreLogic (Retired), Investor

Matthew Mahoney, Esq.
BOARD TREASURER

Witham Mahoney & Abbot LLP

Dilkhwaz Ahmed
License to Freedom

Nicholas A. Asaad
PricewaterhouseCoopers

Gerald Akwanya Awichu
Community Leader and Mental Health 

Advocate

Margaret Doyle, SHCJ
Society of the Holy Child Jesus

Charity Babington Falls, Esq.
Moss Adams 

C A S A  CO R N E L I A  B OA R D  M E M B E R S *

Arezoo Jamshidi, Esq. 
Haight Brown & Bonesteel LLP

Steve Keane, Esq. 
Illumina

Sheila McNiff, SHCJ
Society of the Holy Child Jesus

Ron Mehrtash
Lanata Corporation 

Danny Milla 
Cox Communications

Elena Perez
MANA de San Diego

Ryan Rauzon
Summit Strategy Group LLC 

Amy Romaker, Esq. 
Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton LLP

Kit Ryan, Esq. 
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP

Brittany Applestein Syz, Esq. 
SDG&E

Gregory A. Vega, Esq. 
Seltzer Caplan McMahon Vitek

*Affiliations at time of board service in 2024 
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In 2024, Casa Cornelia Law Center 
maintained its unwavering commitment 
to delivering high-quality legal services to 
asylum seekers, unaccompanied children, 
and survivors of violent crimes throughout 
San Diego and Imperial Counties. Despite 
the shifting political climate shaped by a 
charged national election and escalating 
rhetoric around immigration policy, our 
resolve never wavered.

The demand for our services surged, 
reflecting both global instability and the 
courage of those seeking safety. Over the 
year, Casa Cornelia responded to 2,928 
people from 79 countries, speaking more 
than 55 languages. Each case represented 
more than a legal matter; it reflected stories 
of perseverance, family, and the pursuit of 
stability in uncertain times.

Our caseload composition in 2024 
mirrored the complex realities of migration. 
Nearly half of these matters involved 
individuals fleeing persecution and seeking 
asylum, while protection for vulnerable 
children—especially unaccompanied 
minors arriving from Guatemala and 
Mexico—comprised more than a third of 

I N D I V I D UA L S  R E S P O N D E D 
TO  BY  P RO G R A M  I N  2 0 2 4

Asylum Program
Afghan Legal Services Project
Children’s Program
Victims of Crime Program

44%
4% 
35%
17%

all cases. Survivors of domestic violence, 
human trafficking, and other serious 
crimes—predominantly women—also 
turned to Casa Cornelia for trust, advocacy, 
and a chance at rebuilding.

Federal backlogs and prolonged delays 
continued to loom over the immigration 
system, leaving many cases unresolved 
for months or even years, a situation 
intensified by ongoing national debate 
and frequent policy shifts. Yet amidst this 
uncertainty, our team acted with urgency 
and compassion, ensuring every step upheld 
due process and treated clients with dignity. 
Families reunited, protections were granted, 
and hope was restored—case by case, life 
by life.

Even as the election year injected fear and 
instability into the immigration landscape, 
Casa Cornelia stood as a steadfast refuge, 
unwavering in its mission. In 2024, our 
commitment to justice with compassion was 
neither symbolic nor aspirational—it was 
our daily reality, carried forward one case at a 
time, for every person seeking safety.

J U S T I C E  W I T H  CO M PA S S I O N  I N  AC T I O N

C A S A  CO R N E L I A  L AW  C E N T E R

2024



Casa Cornelia’s Asylum Program stands 
at the heart of our mission to defend the 
rights of individuals fleeing persecution, 
torture, and systemic violence based on 
race, religion, nationality, political opinion, 
or membership in a particular social group. 
These courageous individuals arrive in the 
United States seeking refuge under the 
promises of international and U.S. law, yet 
they often encounter a deeply complex and 
backlogged immigration system that places 
their safety and stability in jeopardy.

In 2024, asylum cases represented 
nearly half of Casa Cornelia’s caseload, 
underscoring both the immense demand 
for protection and the global reach of our 
work. Clients came from 79 countries, 
reflecting a world marked by civil unrest, 
gender-based violence, and political 
oppression. The largest groups seeking 
safety came from Latin America and the 
Caribbean, followed by the Middle East, 
with significant numbers arriving from 
Guatemala, Mexico, and other regions 
plagued by human rights abuses.

Asylum
Program

U P H O L D I N G  T H E  R I G H T  TO  P ROT E C T I O N

Many of those we assisted remained 
in detention at facilities in Calexico in 
Imperial County and Otay Mesa in San 
Diego County, where asylum seekers 
can be held for months or even years 
despite having committed no crime. 
Others sought help while struggling to 
navigate the legal process from within our 
community. In every circumstance, Casa 
Cornelia provided trauma-informed legal 
representation to ensure that their voices 
were heard and their rights protected.

Though federal backlogs and delays left 
countless lives in limbo, our Asylum 
Program remained a steadfast source 
of hope. Each case represented more 
than legal advocacy—it was a lifeline, 
affirming dignity and humanity in the face 
of uncertainty. In 2024, Casa Cornelia 
advanced justice with compassion, ensuring 
that those fleeing persecution were not left 
to face their journey alone.

6
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Arlo* was born in Colombia, where he 
and his wife raised their two daughters. 
A community organizer and advocate 
for fairness, Arlo dedicated himself to 
community service for working families, 
such as distributing school supplies and 
toys to children, cleaning up local parks, 
and providing natural disaster relief.

Not long after a national election in 2022, 
Arlo’s family became the target of political 
violence. His sign of support for a local 
campaign was torn down, and chilling 
messages began to arrive: “We want your 
head.” One night, armed men pounded on 
the family’s door, shouting, “Come out!” 
His daughters hid in terror as the men 
looked in their windows.

The threats soon struck even closer. One 
afternoon, Arlo’s daughter noticed two 
men following her as she walked home 
from school. She zigzagged through the 
streets in panic and finally hid in a clothing 
store until her mother came for her. It was 
clear: they could not stay.

A  F U T U R E  F R E E  F RO M  F E A R

In November 2022, Arlo and his family 
gave away their belongings, withdrew 
their savings, and fled Colombia. After 
a dangerous journey, they presented 
themselves at the U.S. border seeking 
protection, carrying not only fear, but also 
hope for safety and a life free from violence.

Soon after arriving in San Diego, they 
connected with Casa Cornelia Law 
Center. Through Casa Cornelia’s Asylum 
Program, Arlo and his family received legal 
representation and were granted asylum 
protection.

Today, they are safe. Their daughters are 
thriving in school, and the family looks 
ahead with hope. As Arlo shared:

“We miss our country but not its political 
violence. Since arriving in the United 
States, we have enjoyed a feeling of safety 
that we had not experienced in many 
months. We hope for a brighter future.”

* Name and image have been changed to protect client’s confidentiality.

A R LO ’ S  S TO RY



Casa Cornelia’s Victims of Crime Program 
provides vital legal services to survivors 
of domestic violence, human trafficking, 
sexual assault, and other serious crimes. 
These survivors often come to us at their 
most vulnerable, having endured trauma 
and abuse that threatens both their safety 
and their ability to rebuild their lives. 
Through compassionate advocacy, we offer 
not only legal representation but also the 
reassurance that they are not alone.

In 2024, the program represented 17% of 
Casa Cornelia’s caseload. The vast majority 
were women, many from Mexico, who 
sought protection under humanitarian 
visas designed to protect survivors and 
strengthen public safety. Each case was 
a testament to resilience: women and 
men reclaiming their voices, protecting 

Victims of Crime
Program

R E S TO R I N G  S A F E T Y  A N D  S TA B I L I T Y

their families, and beginning anew after 
unimaginable harm.

The challenges for these clients extend 
beyond the courtroom. Survivors 
frequently face language barriers, economic 
hardship, and ongoing fear of their abusers. 
Casa Cornelia’s trauma-informed approach 
ensured that every survivor was treated 
with dignity, compassion, and respect while 
navigating the complex legal processes that 
could secure their protection.

Even amid systemic delays and a shifting 
immigration climate, our Victims of Crime 
Program remained a refuge for those 
in need. In 2024, we helped survivors 
move from fear to stability, affirming that 
justice can be both compassionate and 
transformative.

8
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Josephina’s* story is one of unimaginable 
suffering—but also one of resilience, 
courage, and hope.

For years, Josephina endured abuse at the 
hands of those she trusted most. As a young 
mother, she was brought to the United 
States under the promise of a better life, only 
to be held hostage, forced into servitude, 
and subjected to severe domestic violence by 
her partner and his family. They threatened 
to deport her, take her children away, and 
used fear as a weapon to control her.

When she tried to protect herself, Josephina 
was wrongly arrested and placed into 
deportation proceedings—her abusers’ threats 
becoming a devastating reality. Despite all this, 
Josephina found the strength to return to the 
U.S. to reunite with her children, who needed 
her love and protection.

Determined to break free from the fear 
that had defined so much of her past, she 
sought protection through a U visa for 
victims of serious crimes, such as domestic 
violence and trafficking, who work with 
law enforcement. Her suffering did not 
end there. Later, in another relationship, 
Josephina was again subjected to cycles of 

F RO M  F E A R  TO  H E A L I N G

abuse, manipulation, and threats. She faced 
homelessness, battled cancer and serious 
injuries, and struggled with depression, 
PTSD, and trauma—all while trying to 
shield her children from further harm.

Through it all, Josephina’s love for her 
children kept her fighting. 

When she connected with Casa Cornelia 
Law Center, Josephina finally felt seen, 
heard, and protected. With their legal 
advocacy and compassionate support, she 
began to rebuild her life. Reflecting on that 
moment, she said:

“Meeting Casa Cornelia was like meeting 
an angel.”

Today, Josephina and her children are 
healing together. With therapy, counseling, 
and the stability Casa Cornelia helped 
secure, they are learning that life can 
be different—free from fear, filled with 
dignity, and open to a hopeful future.

Her story reminds us that while abuse and 
injustice can silence people, survivors can 
reclaim their voices and their lives with the 
right support.

* Name and image have been changed to protect client’s confidentiality.

J O S E P H I N A’ S  S TO RY  O F  CO U R AG E



For more than two decades, Casa Cornelia 
has been a national leader in providing 
legal representation for unaccompanied 
children—one of the most vulnerable 
groups in the immigration system. Alone 
and far from home, these children arrive 
in the United States after fleeing violence, 
abuse, trafficking, and extreme poverty. 
Without legal assistance, they face the 
daunting prospect of navigating complex 
immigration proceedings on their own.

In 2024, children’s cases made up more 
than one-third of Casa Cornelia’s total 
caseload, reflecting the urgent and ongoing 
need for protection. Most children we 
represented came from Guatemala and 
Mexico, with boys making up nearly three-
quarters of this group. Each child’s story 
was one of survival: of families torn apart, 
of children undertaking perilous journeys, 

Children’s
Program

P ROT E C T I N G  T H E  M O S T  V U L N E R A B L E

and of young people seeking only the 
chance to live safely and with dignity.

The immigration system is particularly 
overwhelming for children, who 
often arrive traumatized and with no 
understanding of the legal process ahead. 
Casa Cornelia’s attorneys provided 
not only legal representation but also a 
compassionate presence, walking with each 
child through the uncertainty of their case. 
Whether securing protections, reuniting 
families, or ensuring due process, our 
work affirmed that children deserve safety, 
stability, and a future filled with hope.

In 2024, our Children’s Program continued 
to embody Casa Cornelia’s mission: to 
serve with compassion and to ensure that 
no child is left alone in their pursuit of 
justice.
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In the heart of a Central American country, 
two young brothers, Daniel* and David*, 
faced a childhood marked by neglect, 
hardship, and fear. Their mother, often 
absent and indifferent to their needs, left 
them alone without food or support for their 
education. Their father, a figure of abuse and 
neglect, added another layer of suffering, 
leaving the boys to fend for themselves in an 
environment that should have been safe.

Raised by another family member in 
impoverished conditions, Daniel and David 
learned resilience early. They worked tirelessly 
to support one another, their bond growing 
stronger with every challenge they faced.

Yet the brothers’ struggles extended beyond 
their home. Daniel dared to speak out 
against the government, participating in 
peaceful protests that made him a target. 
David, too, faced harassment and even 
detention at the hands of authorities who 
sought to punish them for their courage. 
The oppressive environment escalated, 
leaving the brothers in constant fear, 
especially after a friend’s life was tragically 
taken because of government retaliation.

Unable to bear the oppression any longer, 

F I N D I N G  S A F E T Y,  F I N D I N G  H O P E

Daniel and David made the heart-wrenching 
decision to leave their country. Physically and 
emotionally drained, they sought safety and 
a chance at a new life in the United States. 
Their path led them to Casa Cornelia Law 
Center, a beacon of hope amidst uncertainty.

Through years of tireless advocacy, the Casa 
Cornelia team worked relentlessly to secure 
their future. With compassionate legal 
support, Daniel and David were granted 
Special Immigrant Juvenile status, a lifeline 
to safety, stability, and opportunity. For 
the first time, they could envision a life free 
from fear and oppression.

With approved work permits, the brothers 
began building a new chapter filled with 
possibility and growth. Casa Cornelia had 
not only secured their legal protection but 
had provided them with opportunities to 
heal, learn, and pursue a brighter future.

Their journey stands as a testament to 
the resilience of children who endure 
unimaginable adversity and the transformative 
power of legal advocacy. Through the support 
of dedicated allies, they have found safety, 
stability, and the freedom to imagine a life 
beyond the shadows of their past.

* Name and image have been changed to protect client’s confidentiality.

DA N I E L  A N D  DAV I D ’ S  J O U R N E Y
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Casa Cornelia’s Pro Bono Program is 
essential to our mission, amplifying our 
impact through the dedication of volunteer 
attorneys, interpreters, translators, and 
advocates. In 2024, volunteers played a 
pivotal role in providing high-quality legal 
representation to individuals and families 
fleeing persecution, violence, and instability.

Hundreds of volunteers contributed their 
time and expertise across Casa Cornelia’s 
Asylum, Children’s, and Victims of 
Crime Programs, helping ensure that the 
increasing demand for immigration legal 
services could be met. Their efforts enabled 
clients to navigate complex legal processes 
with dignity and confidence, from asylum 
claims to protections for unaccompanied 
minors.

Volunteers received tailored guidance on 
trauma-informed lawyering, culturally 
competent representation, and the unique 
challenges faced by vulnerable immigrants. 
This approach fostered advocacy that 
went beyond legal expertise, building 
collaborative, dignity-centered support for 
every client. Casa Cornelia staff provided 

20,239
TOTA L  N U M B E R  O F  H O U R S  CO N T R I B U T E D 

TO  T H E  P RO  B O N O  P RO G R A M  I N  2 0 2 4

A M P L I F Y I N G  I M PAC T  T H RO U G H  O U R 
P RO  B O N O  N E T WO R K

Justice in Action

guidance and resources at every stage, 
ensuring volunteers were equipped to 
handle complex cases while feeling part of a 
supportive professional community.

Through the commitment of our pro 
bono network, hundreds of individuals—
including survivors of gender-based 
violence and human trafficking, 
unaccompanied minors, and those seeking 
protection from persecution—found 
a path forward. The legal community’s 
engagement remained strong in 2024, 
with law firms, solo practitioners, and legal 
clinics joining forces with Casa Cornelia to 
expand access to justice.

Collaboration with community service 
providers, mental health professionals, 
and client advocates enriched volunteers’ 
understanding of their critical role in 
advancing safety, stability, and human 
rights for clients. Thanks to this network 
of dedicated volunteers, Casa Cornelia 
continued to expand access to justice, build 
lasting relationships, and ensure that every 
person seeking protection was met with 
compassion and advocacy.
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*This list represents attorneys’ hours and firms at the time of volunteering in 2023.

Lindsey C. Doyle, Esq.
Latham & Watkins LLP

2024 DISTINGUISHED PRO BONO
ATTORNEY OF THE YEAR

LA MANCHA AWARDS

2024 PRO BONO LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR

2024 PRO BONO PUBLICO AWARDEES*

Natalie A. Carter, Esq.
Solo Practitioner

Yun Dong, Esq.
Fish & Richardson

Cristina Maria Ferruolo, Esq.
Cooley LLP

Sandra Gotlaufa-Orozco, Esq.
Solo Practitioner

Marisol Jimenez Loayza, Esq.
Jimenez Loayza, APC

Sebastian A. Navarro, Esq.
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, 
Glovsky & Popeo P.C.

Grecia Abigail Rivas, Esq.
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, 
Glovsky & Popeo P.C.

Marc L. Sands, Esq.
Solo Practitioner

Siena C. Sylvester, Esq.
Sheppard Mullin Richter & 
Hampton LLP

Ronan A. Taaffe-Nelson, Esq. 
Cooley LLP

Saikrishna Upadhyayula, Esq.
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & 
Rosati P.C. 
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Casa Cornelia Law Center’s ability to 
provide compassionate, high-quality 
legal services is made possible by the 
dedication of our Volunteer Interpreters 
and Translators (VIT). Thanks to the 
commitment and skill of these volunteers, 
language barriers never stand in the way of 
justice—clients are able to fully participate 
in legal consultations, asylum interviews, 
and the preparation of critical documents.

In 2024, our clients spoke more than 55 
languages, reflecting a global spectrum of 
experiences and challenges. VIT bridged 
the gap between clients and legal counsel, 
ensuring that each person felt understood 
and supported during pivotal moments in 
their lives. Their work was essential not only 
for effective communication but also for 
fostering trust, dignity, and safety within 
Casa Cornelia’s legal services.

The demand for multilingual support in 
2024 remained high, driven by complex 
migration patterns and diverse client 
needs. To meet this demand, Casa Cornelia 
expanded outreach to local universities, 
community organizations, and interpreter 

Bridging the Gap

Tariq Baha
Adolfo Cesar Baños
Begüm B. Benchimol, Esq.
Soraya Bolandray-Bagheri
Mayra L. Cerezal
Kuo Yu (aka Jane) Chou 
Roberta Feilhaber Correia
Angelica Levitskaya
Haida Massoud-Mojdehi
Maranousca Morin-Suzalant

programs, cultivating a diverse and skilled 
pool of volunteers. VIT served in multiple 
capacities, from in-person and remote 
interpreting to translating vital legal 
documents.

The work of our VIT was often emotionally 
challenging, yet profoundly meaningful. 
Volunteers gained hands-on experience 
in trauma-informed practices, legal 
collaboration, and culturally competent 
communication—skills that strengthened 
both their professional development and their 
understanding of the immigrant experience.

Thanks to their dedication and expertise, 
VIT  in 2024 ensured that language barriers 
did not stand in the way of justice. 

VO LU N T E E R  I N T E R P R E T E R S  A N D  T R A N S L ATO R S 
( V I T )  P RO G R A M  OV E RV I E W

2 0 2 4  S P E C I A L 
R E C O G N I T I O N  AWA R D E E S
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At Casa Cornelia, our attorneys focus on 
securing the legal protections their clients 
need. Yet the immediate survival and safety 
needs of clients often impact their ability to 
fully engage with the legal process.

To ensure that clients can participate 
effectively in their cases, Casa Cornelia 
established the role of Support Services 
Coordinator. This position allows attorneys 
to concentrate on legal advocacy while 
connecting clients with essential resources, 
from shelter and food to transportation, 
protective orders, and therapy. Despite the 
array of services in San Diego County, many 
clients face barriers in accessing support, 
making the coordinator’s role vital in 
navigating both established and emerging 
community partnerships to meet each 
client’s needs.

In 2024, pressing support needs continued 
to include emergency and longer-term 
housing, accessible mental health care for 
clients experiencing trauma, and assistance 
covering basic necessities such as food, 
clothing, and toiletries. The Support 

A  H O L I S T I C  A P P ROAC H  TO  C L I E N T  C A R E

Identifying Support Services

Services Coordinator worked closely 
with community partners to identify 
solutions, ensuring that clients’ fundamental 
needs were addressed so they could fully 
participate in their legal proceedings.

Through these efforts, Casa Cornelia 
reaffirms its commitment to a holistic 
approach to client care—recognizing that 
justice is most effective when paired with 
compassion, safety, and stability. We are 
deeply grateful to the community service 
providers and advocates whose ongoing 
support enables our clients to navigate their 
journeys with dignity and hope.

C A S A  C O R N E L I A  I S  G R AT E F U L  T O  T H O S E  R E L I A B L E  S E RV I C E S 
P R OV I D E R S  W H O  R E G U L A R LY  S U P P O R T  O U R  C L I E N T S ,  I N C L U D I N G :

Center for Community Solutions 
International Rescue Committee

Islamic Center of San Diego
La Maestra, Inc.

License to Freedom, Inc.
Neighborhood Healthcare

Our Lady of Guadalupe
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Financial Report
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2 0 2 4  F U N D R A I S I N G  I N CO M E 
&  D O N AT E D  S E RV I C E S

2 0 2 4  E X P E N D I T U R E S

$4,926,079

Contributions
Grants
Donated Services

25.43%
39.82%
14.33%

Events, net
Miscellaneous

4.59%
15.83%

Legal Services
Management/General
Fund raising

74.73%
19.77%
5.5%

$5,671,452
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Partners in Justice 

$100,000+

California Department of 
Social Services (CDSS)

Price Philanthropies 
Foundation

State Bar of California

$50,000 +

County of San Diego, 
District 1 

$10,000 - $49,999

Alliance Healthcare 
Foundation 

Allison and Robert Price 
Family Foundation 

Bonnie Bailey-Jones

California Change 
Lawyers 

California Foundation for 
Stronger Communities 

Catholic Community 
Foundation of San Diego 

Casa Cornelia Law Center is grateful for the generous support 
from the following individuals and institutions:

2 0 2 4  D O N O R S

Cooley LLP 

County of San Diego, 
District 3 

Dalebrook Endowment 
Fund 

Dr. Marilies Schoepflin

Farrell Family 
Foundation 

Gerard A. Trippitelli and 
Tessa P. Yutadco 

GS Gives Annual Giving 
Fund

Hallagan-Huston Family 
Foundation 

Hervey Family Non-
Endowment Fund 

Jean and John Earl

Latham & Watkins LLP 

Law Office Of Marc L 
Sands 

Lucy’s Giving Fund

Margaret Healy +

Marilyn (Sisolak) Manzer 
& Tony Niewijk

Menard Family 
Foundation 

Michael and Regina 
Dowd

Molly Eldredge

Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. 
and Mary Kay O’Meara

Mr. Terrence R. and 
Barbara C. Caster DAF

Peacemakers Fund 

Paul Hastings LLP 

Raskob Foundation 

San Diego County Bar 
Foundation 

Sandra Ruth Abrams

Sharlene Hower

Sheppard, Mullin, Richter 
& Hampton LLP 

Society of the Holy Child 
Jesus, American Province 



19

The William H. Donner 
Foundation, Inc.

The Morrison & Foerster 
Foundation  

The Ressler Family 
Foundation

The St. Augustine 
Foundation  

$2,500 - $9,999

Achraf Farraj, Esq.

Adrienne and Juan 
Vargas

Anonymous

Brenda and Steven Schick 
Charitable Fund

Cheryl O’ Meara 
Charitable Foundation

Courtney Brown

Dana Reedy and Keith 
Yandell

Deacon Jim and Frances 
Vargas

Dean and Therese Washle

Del Mar Women’s Giving 
Collective (DMWGC) 

Denise Lynne Jackson

Dinsmore & Shohl

DLA Piper LLP 

Don Jackson

Dr. George and Karen 
Longstreth

Dr. Barbara DeConcini

Fish & Richardson P.C. 

Foley & Lardner LLP 

Fragomen, Del Rey, 
Bernsen & Loewy, LLP 

Gary D. Lynn

Drs. Gloria E Bader & 
David Archibald

Greene & Roberts LLP  

Gregory A. Vega, Esq. 

Hector Chavez-Rochin & 
Ariana Chavez

J. Clifford Wallace Inn of 
Court 

Jamul Indian Village 
Development Corp. 

Janice Deaton, Esq.

Jewish Family Services

Jill Borg-Spitzer, ACSW, 
LCSW

Jill G. Hall

Jimenez Loayza, Apc 

Jones Day 

Justin T. Berger Law 

Kelly and Robert Kaplan

Kilpatrick Townsend & 
Stockton LLP 

Klinedinst P.C. 

Kraus Law Corporation 

Linda and Mel L. Katz

Lucy and Steve Howell

Marjorie E. Seybold

Mary G. Dawe

Mintz, Levin, Cohn, 
Ferris, Glovsky and 
Popeo, P.C. 

Mr. & Mrs. Tom and Meg 
Healey, Healey Family 
Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
and Dawn House, M. 
House Family Fund 

Mr. Steve and Nancy 
David Keane

Ms. Pamela Daniel

Paul and Jacklyn Horton

Perkins Coie 

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw 
Pittman LLP 

Richards Willis P.C. 

Robbins Geller Rudman 
& Dowd LLP 

Robert and Jane Toll, One 
Liberty Place

Robert E. and Mary K. 
Shields

Ron Mehrtash

Rose Immigration Law 

San Diego Volunteer 
Lawyer Program 

Schaffer Family Law 
Group, APC 

Schoellkopf Family 
Foundation 

St. James by the Sea 
Episcopal Church 

The Ameritino 
Foundation 

The Cory Family Fund 

The Drakulich Firm, APL

Tom and Lisa Laube

Victoria and Moises 
Baron

Walter and Rosemary 
Johnston

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich 
& Rosati Foundation 

Marc Sands, Esq. 

$2,499 - $1,000 

Angela Miner

Anne and Charles Dick, 
Jr., Esq. 

Annette Brandin
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Annika Johnson

Brittany Applestein Syz 
Family 

Brooke Killian Kim, Esq.

California Western 
School of Law 

Casey, Gerry, Schenk, 
Francavilla, Blatt & 
Penfiel 

Catherine Huston

Chad Casey

Clare Leschin-Hoar

Claudia A. Case

Cornelian Community 
Counselors

Cynthia Lawrence

David and Marcia Gill

David and Therese 
Hymer

Denise and John Harder

Dr. Mariellen Whelan

Drs. Ellen Colangelo and 
James Ewing

Duane Morris 

Elizabeth and David 
Balfour

Fe Fernandez

Garrett Gruener and 
Amy Slater, East Bay 
Community Foundation

Glenn and Jan Grossman

Helen Bourne

Howard and Christy 
Zatkin Charitable Fund

James and Scholastica 
DeHarpporte

Jeff and Susan Cole

Joann & David Stang

Joanne C. Dyer

Joey Sheehan & Albert 
Gibbons

John and Amy Romaker 

Judith Reuter

Julianne Larsen

Karen Adam

Karen Jean Berger

Kenneth Martin

Kevin O’Neill and Kevin 
Burns

Laurie Kathleen 
McNamara & Andrew 
Schumacher

Mark and Yvonne Elkin 
Giving Fund

Mary and Ron Siegrist

Mary Erlenborn & 
Thomas E. Templeton

Marya Barr and Karol 
Schulkin

Matt and Monique 
Walker

Monique Caron and Luis 
Jarquin

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Sticklen

The Kahle Foundation 
Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin and 
Alice Curtin

Mr. Koji Fukumura Esq. 

Mr. Regis Calvin Worley

Mrs. Ann Donovan

Ms. Elizabeth Principi

Ms. Jean Kerr

Ms. Katherine Paculba 
Lacher

Ms. Margaret Carroll

Niddrie Addams Fuller 
Singh LL 

Rebecca Fae Levasseur

Religious of the Sacred 
Heart of Mary RSHM 

Summit Strategy Group 
LLC

Sandra Capano

Sisters of St. Francis of 
Assisi OSF 

Sr. Rosemary McSorley, 
SHCJ, Esq.

Suresh Subramani and 
Feroza Ardeshir

Sycuan Band of the 
Kumeyaay Nation

The Dixon Firm 

The Immaculata Church

$999 - $500

Abby and Ray Weiss

Allyn and David 
Johnston

Ann C. Buckingham

Austen D’Lima

Beatrice Pardo

Carmen Chavez and 
Matthew Agostinelli

Carmen Angeles

Catherine and Michael 
Thiemann

Latham & Watkins LLP

Delores A. Christiansen

Dr. Nigel and Rhonda 
Farrar

Edward and Beryl Flom

Elena Perez

Elizabeth Renner
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Erin M. Hallagan, Esq.  

Jacquelyn Martin, 
Nielsen Cares 

James Sandler

Janine & Douglas Cohen

Jeannie Rose Rubin

Jerry Griffith

Jimmy Tabb, Esq. 

Joan and David 
Friedenberg

John Loughlin

Juan Tuy

Laura Closkey

Law Office Of Lori R. 
Mendez

Legal Aid Society of San 
Diego 

Lilia E. and Victor M. 
Garcia Esq.

Linn and Stephan Syz

Luke Cocalis

Marguerite Drasler

Mary E. Shields

Mary Patterson 
McPherson

Maxine Collins

Michael A. Allbaugh Esq. 

Michelle Mankins

Mr. & Mrs. Frank and 
Katherine Spinella 

Mr. Joseph Secker

Mrs. Rita Newark

Ms. Ann T. Carroll

Ms. Julie A. Greenberg & 
Mr. Robert J. Irving Jr., 
Greenberg-Irving Fund

Ms. Kathryn Quarles 
Gray Esq.

Ms. Renee Schor Esq. 

Ms. Virginia Forrest

Kilpatrick Townsend & 
Stockton LLP

Blake M. Harper 

Rosemarie Straight

Sheila Rourke

Stephen and Julie 
Ferruolo

Stormi Chadwick

Thomas and Katherine 
Minahan

Valerie Mejia

William H. Donner 
Foundation 

UP TO $499

Abril Perez

Adrienne Brown

Adrienne Wittenberg

Adryenn Cantor

Al Ambito

Albert and Marilyn 
Shelden

Ali Emamjomeh and 
Elizabeth Camarena

Allison and Kevin Gregg

Gomez Law Group

Amy Bach

Andrea & Humberto 
Chacon

Andrea and Mike 
Townsend

Andrew Kaiser

Angela Fong

Ann De Peyster

Ann L. Grunewald

Ann L. Craig

Anne S. Bautista

Anne Hoiberg

Anne Pings

Anthony Gostanian, Esq. 

Artemisa and Francisco 
Valle

Ayesta-Hollstein Family 

Bank of America 
Foundation 

Barbara Zalewski-
Zaragoza

Becky Phillpott

Benedictine Sisters 

Best Buy Charity 
Custodial Account 

Beth Howard

Bonnie Eisenfeld

Camilo Diaz TPG

Candace Sage

Carmen Domm

Carol Ann Knight, SHCJ

Carol Kissin

Carol Stephenson

Caroline H. Morse

Carolyne Ouya

Catherine Morris

Catherine Reedy

Cecilia Hathaway

Charles Gillig

Charles W. Tornatore 
OD, MPH

Christine Kraus 

Christine Stansall

Claudia Pinter
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Coldwell Banker West 

Colleen Collins

Cox Communications

Curran & Maria Gaughan

Cynthia Simpson

Dale Burchby

Dana Lynn Carson Lopez

Daniel Hernandez

Danny Milla

Dr. David Engstrom

Deacon Tony and Mrs. 
Sharon Albers

Deanna Bracy

Debbie Higa

Deborah Fritsch

Denise Pihas

Diana Alvarez

Diane Rosztoczy

Domingo Cuevas

Dorothy K. Beatrice

Doug and Christy 
Speirn-Smith

Dr. David Gangsei

Dr. Irma Gigli

Dr. Lorelei Perez Westin 

Dr. Marilyn Kaufhold

Drs. John and Carla Fox

Drs. Nasrin Owsia and 
Behrooz Akbarnia

Edward Kehler 

Edward Silverman

Eileen Healy

Elaine Tobin

Elena Gutierrez

Elizabeth Mary Strub, 
SHCJ 

Elizabeth Chamberlin

Ellen Sharpe

Erin Searfoss

Father Emmet Farrell

Fermin Jimenez

Florentina Hooker

Frances White, SHCJ 

Francis Miles McNiff and 
Janet Goodwin

Franciscan School of 
Theology 

Fredy Moreno c/o San 
Diego Unified School 
District, Community 
Service Association

Gabby Sanchez

Gabriel Ross

Gabrielle Vetter-Taaffe

Gary Reichley

Genentech

George & Mary Ann 
Reyes 

Geri and Richard Frances

Ginger Infantino

Global Communities 

Grant Day and Stephanie 
Beckstrom

Gregori Morris

Gregory Smyth

Guadalupe Angeles

Hannon Rasool

Healy Vigderson

Heather Anderson

Hollie Bierman

Hon. Jane and Michael 
Waller

Hon. Patricia Garcia

Hui Ling Chan

Immigrant Defenders 
Law Center 

Ira Leibin

Irasema Reyes Garcia

Isabella Furth and Everett 
Howe

Islamic Center of San 
Diego 

Israel Plascencia

Jan Maiden

Jane Illades

Jaqueline Cuevas

Javier Nuñez

Jay Usher

Jeanne Ronzani, SHCJ 

Jeff Chinn

Jeff Sheriff

Jenn French

Jenna Fasone 

Jennifer Morris

Jeremy Ogul

Jesse Imbriano

Jessica and Jordan 
Gottdank

Jessica Aminoff

Joan Quinn

Joan Stacks

Joanne B. Paulson

Jonah Toleno, Garcia 
Hong Law

Jonathan Rosenberg, 
Viasat Company

Jose Pimentel

Joseph Sciuto

Joy Deguzman, Silayan 
Filipina
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Kamil Cybula 

Karen and Michael James

Karen B. Reimus

Karen Kirkland

Karen O’Donnell, 
Rosemont College

Kari Lorraine Scott & 
Dino R. Serafini

Katherine Burns

Kathleen M. Lynch

Kathleen Moore

Kathryn Becker 

Kathy Stadler

Kim Mercer-Knox

Kirstin Curtis

KK Ciruli

Kroger

Lanyer Capital 
Corporation 

Laura W. Dillon

Lauren and Derrick 
Cartwright

Laurie and Todd Doyle

Law Office of Paula 
Gonzalez 

Layal Rouhana

Ledgerwise LLC 

Lee Finney

Leialoha Lawler

Leslie Sherman

Lindsey Doyle

Lionel D`Luna

Lisa Susca

Littler Mendelson 

Liza Nava

Lorena T. Valenzuela

Louisa Porter and David 
Brennan

Luis Generoso

Lynn Neu

Manuel and Xochitl 
Cisneros

Manuel De La Cruz 
Gutierrez

Margaret Rogers, SHCJ

Margie Gunthardt Woods 

Maria Boyd

Maria Corral Rocha

Maria Kurtz

Marianne Patch

Maritime Cargo Handlin

Mark and Christy 
Gorden

Mary and Jennifer 
Garrett

Mater Dei Catholic High 
School 

Melissa Rose-Demartini

Mia and Mark Walter

Michael and Rebecca 
Crowley

Michael Hogan

Michele Wilkosz

Molly and Paul Clark

Monica Santos

Most Reverend Salvatore 
Cordileone, Archdiocese 
of San Francisco

Mr. & Mrs. Peter and 
Akiko Vajda

Mr. & Ms. John L. 
Douglas & Edilia O. 
Carrillo

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph and 
Fran Stimmler

Mr. and Mrs. Philip and 
Marina Braswell

Mr. Anthony J. 
Agostinelli+

Mr. Christopher Morris

Mr. James D. Crosby Esq.

Mr. Javier A. Angulo

Mr. John Pacheco Esq.

Mr. Joseph McQuaide

Mr. Miguel Pedro 
Zacarias

Mr. Paul Najar, Innercare

Mr. Peter Sifferlen

Mrs. Rosalie Pavek

Ms. Khanh Glatzel

Ms. Anastasia Thomas 
and John McColl

Ms. Ann L. Zahner

Ms. Anne Bradley 
Beaumont 

Ms. Barbara Kozikowski

Ms. Beatrice Halk

Law Office of Bhashini 
Weerasinghe

Ms. Carol Tunney

Ms. Helen Irza Esq.

Ms. Jane Maloney

Ms. Jessica Lael 
Weinberg, Esq.

McElfresh Law, Inc.

Ms. Kara Berger Persson 

Ms. Lisa Galliath

Ms. Patricia Ann Wilson

Ms. Patricia Shea

Law Office of Paula 
Gonzalez

Ms. Therese Belanger +
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Ms. Vanessa Molina

Ms. Yvonne Chism-Peace

Ms. Yvonne Sanchez

Nancy Deutsch

Nancy Fisher Chudacoff

Narima Lopes, ENCDC

Natalie Angier

Natalie Carter

Natalie Sanchez

Naz Etemad

Nicholas Asaad

North County 
Philanthropy Council

Oak Knoll School of the 
Holy Child 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Church 

Patricia Waller

Pax Christi

PayPal Charitable Giving 
Fund

Pennie K McLaughlin

Peter Izzo & Constance 
M. O’Connor

Phil and Madeline 
Lacovara

Philippe Masser

Purcell Law Apc 

Rachel Mikulka

RG Alliance Group/
Ledgerwise

Rita Marie White

Robert & Mary Beatty

Robin Seaberg

Rosa Vargas, Esq. 

Rosemont College 

Sally Jacobson

Sandra Petroshius

Sandria Parsons

Sarah and Michael 
Waterfield

Scrub Jay Fund

Sean Erwin 

Sempra Energy 

Sheila McNiff, SHCJ

Silvia Gonzalez

Simone Maclellan, 
Encinitas North Coast 
Democratic Club

Society of the Sacred 
Heart, Tecolote 
Community

Sr. Ann M. Durst, SHCJ

Sr. Sandra E. Lincoln, 
SHCJ

Sr. Rosalina Baldonado, 
IHM 

Sr. Virginia Rodee, RSCJ 

Sr. Elizabeth Loomis, 
SHCJ 

Sr. Therese MacKenzie, 
SHCJ 

Steph Austin 

Law Office of Stephen P. 
White

Steve Popper and 
Christina Piranio

Steven and Rosamond 
Trujillo-Blevins

Sue Crader

Susan M. Slater, SHCJ 

Susan Braun

Susan Lynn Rapp

Suzanne Spain

Taylor Vierra

Law Office of Ted 
Holmquist

The Bader Group & Anne 
Liljenstrand

The Illumina Foundation

Thelma de Castro

Theresa M Berta

Thomas Bry

Tondini Law Apc 

Janice Deaton

Virginia Jones

William Figge & Heidi L. 
Vogel

William Keith

William Seiler

+ Deceased

P L E A S E  AC C E P T  O U R  A P O LO G I E S  I F  T H E R E  I S  A N  E R RO R  I N  T H I S  L I S T. 

W E  WO U L D  A P P R E C I AT E  I F  YO U  WO U L D  N OT I F Y  O U R  D E V E LO P M E N T  O F F I C E 

O F  A N Y  N E C E S S A RY  C H A N G E S  ( 619 )  2 31 - 778 8 ,  E X T.  3 2 4 .
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Casa Cornelia Law Center is sustained by a compassionate community that believes in justice 
for all. Beyond direct donations, there are several meaningful ways to help expand access to 
free legal services for vulnerable immigrant communities:

Contact: Mia Walter, Director of Philanthropy

   mwalter@casacornelia.org       (619) 231-7788 ext. 324

U N I Q U E  WAY S  TO 
S U P P O R T  C A S A  CO R N E L I A’ S  M I S S I O N

01 02 03

Fueling Resilience

Recommend a Grant 
from Your Donor-
Advised Fund (DAF)

If you have a donor-
advised fund, you can 
recommend a grant to Casa 
Cornelia from hundreds 
of providers, including 
BNY Mellon, Fidelity 
Charitable, Schwab 
Charitable, Vanguard 
Charitable, Goldman 
Sachs Philanthropy Fund, 
and many more. Your DAF 
gift directly supports pro 
bono legal services for 
children, asylum seekers, 
and survivors of violence.

Nominate Casa Cornelia 
for a Cy Pres Award

Attorneys and those 
involved in class action 
litigation can nominate 
Casa Cornelia for a cy pres 
award. These awards direct 
unclaimed settlement 
funds to nonprofits 
serving the public good. 
By recommending us, 
you help extend justice to 
children escaping abuse, 
survivors of trafficking 
and domestic violence, 
and asylum seekers fleeing 
persecution.

Join the Don Quixote 
Circle

Leave a lasting legacy of 
justice and compassion by 
naming Casa Cornelia in 
your will or estate plan. 
Your planned gift ensures 
continued support for 
immigrants in need.

Learn more and explore all the ways to support Casa Cornelia:
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To our selfless volunteers, generous donors, and the brave clients and 
families who entrust us with their stories—thank you.

Your compassion, courage, and commitment are the heart of Casa 
Cornelia. Every act of service, every hour volunteered, every dollar 

given, and every step taken toward justice makes a difference.

Together, we build bridges to safety, dignity, and hope.
Together, we affirm that every person deserves to live free from fear.

At Casa Cornelia, we are proud of every staff member who dedicates their time, talent, and 
compassion to serving our clients and advancing justice. This year, we are especially honored 

to recognize those who reached milestone anniversaries of service in 2024.

10  Y E A R S  O F  S E RV I C E
Jesse Imbriano

Gabriela Espinoza Rodriguez

5  Y E A R S  O F  S E RV I C E
Elena Gutierrez

Gary Lynn

We celebrate these milestones with gratitude for their commitment 
and look forward to recognizing many more in the years ahead.

With sincere appreciation,
Casa Cornelia Law Center

With Deepest Gratitude

H O N O R I N G  S TA F F  M I L E S T O N E S  I N  2 0 2 4
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CO M PA S S I O N

J U S T I C E
with
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Justice with Compassion in your inbox. Sign up today to stay informed.

C A S AC O R N E L I A . O R G

For more information, please contact our office:

PO Box 12666, San Diego, CA 92112
619.231.7788

LawCenter@CasaCornelia.org

Follow us

casacornelialawcenter CasaCorneliaLawCenter company/casa-cornelia-law-center


