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JUSTICE WITH COMPASSION

Casa Cornelia’s Mission and Spirit are rooted in the tradition of
service of the Society of the Holy Child Jesus, which founded and
sponsored the Law Center in 1993 to provide free legal services to

indigent victims of human and civil rights violations.

Although U.S. immigration law and policy offer safe haven for persons in perilous
circumstances, eligibility for protection under the law is no guarantee of securing
protection. Further, while there is a right to legal counsel in these matters, the
government does not provide attorneys, so the non-citizen must find their own
attorney or proceed without an attorney. Victimized non-citizens unfamiliar with
the legal system, language, and culture rarely navigate the intricacies of the legal
system successfully on their own. Indigent persons fleeing persecution in their
homelands, abused women and men, abandoned and neglected children,
and victims of human trafficking are especially vulnerable.
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Casa Cornelia Law Center is a 501(c)(3) public interest non-profit law firm providing quality
pro bono legal services to victims of human and civil rights violations within the immigrant
community in Southern California. The Law Center also seeks to educate others on the impact of
immigration law and policy on the community and the public good.

LETTER FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - FALL 2022
Dear Friends of Casa Cornelia Law Center,

There’s a statue on Ellis Island of the first non-citizen processed
there by immigration officials when the facility opened on
January 1892. As a 17-year-old traveling to the United States
without her parents (and caring for her two younger brothers),
by today’s laws she would be considered an unaccompanied
minor. I wonder if this young woman—arriving safely in the
United States—reflected on the long journey she had endured and the long road still
ahead. Emerging from that dark steamship in New York Harbor, I wonder how it felt
to breathe the crisp air of that January morning.

As I reflect on the good work of 2021, my thoughts of course turn to our clients who
over a century later also make long and perilous journeys. I remind myself that their
arrival in the United States is never the end but rather a new beginning with many
challenges still to come. We hope, though, that each step along the way will provide an
opportunity to emerge from the challenges and offer a glimpse of the good ahead.

2021 was a year for all of us to collectively begin to emerge from one of the most
challenging worldwide experiences in modern history. Slowly, a sense of normalcy

began to return.

In the following pages, we share our work in numbers: individuals responded to, hours
dedicated, languages spoken, countries represented. More importantly, though, we
share stories of those who have emerged from perilous circumstances and are ready

to begin their lives as our neighbors, colleagues, and friends. As you read the stories

of Hashem, Oseye, Victoria, Jonathan, and Elisa, please know that your support has
made it possible for them to find safety and continue moving forward.

As always, I am grateful for your partnership in this mission. May we all look ahead

together to a bright future.

Sincerely yours,
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CARMEN M. CHAVEZ, EsQ.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



THE WORK OF THE LAW
CENTER IN 2021

In 2021, Casa Cornelia Law Center remained faithful to its mission and core focus
by continuing to provide the highest quality pro bono legal representation to the
most vulnerable members of the immigrant community in San Diego and Imperial
Counties. During 2021, the Law Center’s 30 staff members and its corps of
hundreds of volunteers responded to 1,943 persons secking legal services through
the Asylum, Children’s, and Victims of Crime Programs, a 40% overall increase

from 2020.These individuals came from a total of 58 different countries and spoke

44 different languages. In the same period, 372 volunteers (attorneys, language
volunteers, students, and others) contributed a total of 11,750 volunteer hours.
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During the first year of the pandemic, as much of society (including most government
processing of immigration matters) came to a halt, the Law Center saw a significant
decrease in new requests for services. This was not the result of less need. Around

the world, autocrats and corrupt officials continued to persecute and torture, gangs
continued to extort and terrorize, and abusers and traffickers continued their heinous
crimes, but many of those most in need of safe haven were denied the opportunity

to seck it due to pandemic restrictions. Many victims already in our community—
sheltering at home and cut off from social services providers—were unable to access

the resources that would normally result in a referral to Casa Cornelia for assistance.

The immigration system has long been marred by significant backlogs. In recent years,
underfunding, misguided policies, and poor government management—combined

with the greatest number of displaced persons worldwide since the Second World War—

increased backlogs to crisis levels. Even before the pandemic, cases regularly took years
(sometimes decades) to process. Pandemic closures only exacerbated the situated.

As the pandemic began to abate in 2021, processing of immigration cases picked

up. Many non-citizens who had been waiting years for decisions on their cases were
finally able to move forward. Individuals flecing torture and persecution who had been
denied the opportunity guaranteed by U.S. and international law to seck protection in
the United States these same were finally able to do. As community members returned

to work and school, they began to learn about Casa Cornelia’s services and seek support.

ASYLUM PROGRAM

The Law Center’s Asylum Program continues to represent non-citizens flecing
persecution and torture in their home countries. These clients are in grave danger
because of their identities, such as their race, nationality, religion, political opinion,
sexual orientation, or gender identity. Asylum clients may be permitted to reside with
family members or community sponsors while waiting for their cases to be heard, but
many are held indefinitely in immigration detention for the duration of their cases,
despite having committed no crimes. Casa Cornelia serves asylum seckers detained at
immigration detention centers in Otay Mesa, California, and Calexico, California, as

well as those residing throughout San Diego County.

The Asylum Program began 2021 with 200 open cases and responded to an
additional 314 individuals during the course of the year. In total, this represents
a25% increase from the previous year. Clients were from all over the globe, but
the countries most represented during the year were Afghanistan, Haiti, Mexico,
Guatemala, and Venezuela.

Because of the nature of its work, the Asylum Program’s clientele reflects the realities
of civil strife and human rights violations around the world. Turmoil continued in
Haiti, Mexico, and throughout the Northern Triangle of Central America. Autocrats
continued in power in Venezuela, Cuba, China, and Russia. As the United States
military withdrew from Afghanistan, the Taliban quickly took over and made

clear their intention to rule with brutality. In 2021, the Asylum Program assisted
individuals from these countries—and many others—in seeking protection.
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HASHEM'S STORY:
SEEKING FREEDOM FROM

RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION

Hashem* was born in the 1970s in
Iran to an extremely conservative
Shi’a Muslim family. Although it
was all he knew growing up, there
were many aspects of his family’s
rigid religious practices and beliefs
that made Hashem uncomfortable.
As an Islamic state, Iran’s citizens
live under this Islamic law, even if

they don’t practice the religion.

One day, Hashem was arrested
and detained for two days just for

walking down a crowded street
with his girlfriend. As punishment,
he was sentenced to 90 lashes. “My wounds did not heal for two months,”
Hashem says.

After this incident, Hashem could no longer pretend to participate in the
practices of a religion he did not believe in. He finished school, became a
successful civil engineer and prominent local figure, got married, and had
a child. But all the while, Hashem was struggling against the governmental
religious requirements and expectations. Because he refused to participate
in the weekly public prayers, Hashem faced increased challenges in getting
permits and approvals needed for work.

“CHRISTIAN CONVERTS WERE CONSIDERED
APOSTATES AND SENTENCED TO DEATH,”
HASHEM SAYS. “1 CAN ONLY IMAGINE WHAT
TYPES OF TORTURE I WOULD BE SUBJECTED TO
BEFORE THEY ULTIMATELY EXECUTED ME.”

Also around this time, Hashem suffered several family losses. He experienced
depression and yearned for spiritual connection and guidance. He reached
out to an old friend who had converted to Christianity and started
attending services at a house church. Despite the risk, Hashem found
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peace and meaning in following Christianity and officially converted.

Hashem hosted some of the faith gatherings, until a church organizer
called with dire news. Authorities had raided one of the church locations,
and they now had information on all the other locations and members of
the congregation. Fearing arrest, Hashem fled immediately.

He escaped to Switzerland, where he applied for asylum. He was detained
at an immigration camp for months waiting on his application, but his
petition was denied. Meanwhile, his wife informed him that authorities
had raided their home, seized all his religious documentation, and
summoned him to defend the charge of promoting non-Islamic religions.
The Iranian court subsequently convicted and sentenced him to execution

by hanging.

Although Switzerland’s pandemic policies temporarily shiclded Hashem
from deportation, he was still undocumented with little resources to
support himself. Hashem desperately searched for some way to avoid

returning to Iran.

Finally, Hashem decided to seck protection in the U.S. and presented
himself at the U.S.~Mexico border in San Ysidro. He applied for asylum
and was detained awaiting a decision. Thankfully, Hashem contacted Casa
Cornelia and, after much hard work, his asylum case was granted! Now
protected, he will begin to build a better life in America without fearing
the death sentence awaiting him in Iran, and he can enjoy his newfound

religious freedom.

|

VICTIMS OF CRIME PROGRAM

The Law Center’s Victims of Crime Program serves non-citizen victims of serious
crimes (such as domestic violence and human trafficking) who are eligible for
humanitarian immigration protection. Clients in this program are community
members—colleagues, neighbors, fellow parents—who have been victimized here in
the United States. Congress has created several humanitarian protections for these
individuals to ensure that they feel safe secking protection from law enforcement.
The Victims of Crime Program most frequently represents clients in seeking U visas
(humanitarian visa for victims of serious crimes who cooperate with law enforcement),
T visas (humanitarian visa for survivors of human trafficking who support efforts

to combat the trafficking), and petitions under the Violence Against Women Act
(protection for non-citizens who suffer domestic violence from spouses and parents
who are United States citizens or permanent residents).

At the start 0£2021, the Victims of Crime Program had 327 open cases; an
additional 101 individuals contacted the program during the year. Of these 405
individuals who interacted with the program in 2021, 77% were women between
the ages of 26-45 years old, many of whom are responsible for children both in the
United States and abroad. The majority of clients in the Victims of Crime Program
are Mexican nationals whose primary language is Spanish, but the program serves
individuals from all over the world in many different languages. These survivors have
often lived in the shadows of society, isolated by trauma, language, poverty, and fear,
but have had new doors opened to them through this work.

The U visa, the most common case in the Victims of Crime Program, is also one of the
lengthiest immigration processes. Because of a statutory limit to how many visas can
be given out per year, a U visa applicant who applies today can expect to wait nearly
10 years before having their application finally adjudicated. Until recently, individuals
who applied for a U visa had no protection from deportation (and no permission

to work) during the pendency of the application. However, in 2021, the federal
government created a new opportunity for these applicants. While a person waits in
line for the U visa, the government will determine if the application is bona fide. If it
is found to be bona fide and the applicant passes rigorous background checks, they
will be shielded from deportation and granted work authorization while they wait.
The wait for legal status remains long, but at least this new policy allows applicants the

ability to work and live free from the fear of imminent deportation in the interim.

The immigration authorities are still working through the backlog to make initial
bona fide determinations for pending cases, but in 2021 Casa Cornelia immediately
received dozens of notices that pending cases were bona fide and the applicants were
granted work authorization.
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OSEYE’S STORY:
FROM VICTIM TO SURVIVOR

Not long ago, Oseye* worked as

a chef in Europe, developing her
passion for cuisine. Part Beninese
and French, she was a young,
independent woman starting to
build a life for herself. But her
path started to change after she
met Sam* on an online dating
site. He lived in the US., and they
deepened their long-distance
relationship over several months of

communication. Eventually, Sam

asked Oseye to come visit him in
America. After obtaining a

travel visa, she joined him.

Oseye remembers the first month of her visit fondly; Sam took good care
of her and expressed his love for her often. ‘T was enthralled by him,” she
says. She was staying with his family, who welcomed her warmly. However,
soon after Oseye discovered she was pregnant, Sam’s mother and sister
began to warn her that he would not take care of the child. They revealed
that he had treated his ex-wife and two other children poorly, refusing

to pay child support. Nevertheless, when Oseye told Sam about the
pregnancy, he was overjoyed, expressing how excited he was to become

a family.

Soon after, Oseye noticed a shift in Sam’s behavior: “Because I was
pregnant, 1 think he thought he had me locked-in to stay in the U.S. with
him, so he began revealing his true self” He would pick fights often,
threatening to call immigration and have her deported. He would lock
and block the doors so she couldn’t leave. The abuse then became physical.
Because of a condition during her pregnancy, Oseye was unable to travel

internationally, and therefore couldn’t return home as she had planned.

Oseye gave birth to a son and married Sam, but the abusive cycle
continued. She felt trapped by her lack of legal status and desperately

wanted her son to have a father. After one particularly bad argument in

_
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which Sam violently tried to grab their baby from Oseye’s arms, she called
the police and filed a report. An officer recommended she move to a
shelter. She wanted to return to France, but couldn’t bear leaving her child.
She wasn’t able to take her son out of the country without permission from

his father or she might be charged with kidnapping.

“I FELT STUCK IN THIS TERRIBLE SITUATION,”

OSEYE SAYS, “1 DID NOT HAVE ANY PERSONAL

FRIENDS OR FAMILY IN THE U.S. THAT I COULD
REACH OUT TO FOR HELP.”

Oseye moved to a domestic violence shelter with her son, where she sought
a restraining order. She learned that Sam had previously had domestic
violence charges from his ex-wife. The shelter then referred her to

Casa Cornelia.

Fearing the threat of deportation and being separated from her child,
Oseye decided to file a Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) petition,
which grants lawful permanent residence to victims of battery or extreme
cruelty. Through Casa Cornelia’s legal team, Oseye was granted legal
status, empowering her to live independently here in the US.

Oseye is working to rebuild her life amongst the lasting trauma of domestic
violence with a positive support system. She attends therapy, and was
accepted to culinary school. Her son attends school, where his teachers say
he is an incredibly smart boy. T would one day like to open my own French
cuisine restanrant to be able to provide for myself and my son,” says Oseye.
With her green card in hand, she now has a path to citizenship as well as
the financial independence needed to follow these dreams.

_



CHILDREN’S PROGRAM

Through the Children’s Program, the Law Center also continues to represent non-
citizen children and youth, many of whom are without the care and protection of

a parent or legal guardian. Non-citizen children without lawful immigration status
are especially vulnerable. As they reach adolescence and adulthood without lawful
immigration status, they find themselves excluded from educational and legitimate
work opportunities and are likely to fall prey to unscrupulous employers and even
traffickers. Fortunately, United States law provides certain protections for these
children, though accessing these protections remains challenging, and not every child
will qualify.

Like non-citizen adults, non-citizen children can seck asylum if they fear persecution
or torture in their home countries. Child victims of human trafficking and certain
crimes may be eligible for humanitarian visas. Special immigrant juvenile status is
available for children who have been abused, abandoned, or neglected by a parent.
Each of these provides a pathway to lawful immigration status and thus stability,
though the road is almost always long. The Children’s Program represents all non-
citizen children detained in federal immigration shelters in San Diego and Imperial
Counties. It also represents many non-citizen children who are residing in the
community, some of whom have recently arrived and others who have been living here

for many years.

185 cases were open in the Children’s Program at the start of 2021, and an
additional 822 cases were opened during the year, for a total of 1007 children and
youth. Nearly twice as many children were served in 2021 as in 2020. The majority
of these children are from Guatemala, Mexico, Honduras, and El Salvador, but the
program also saw a significant number of children from India, Ecuador, Bangladesh,
and Nicaragua. Although most children were from Latin America, not all speak
Spanish. Beyond English and Spanish, the Children’s Program served children

in 8 other indigenous languages spoken in Mexico and Central American and an
additional 20 languages spoken in other parts of the world.

Nearly a decade ago, non-citizen children flecing violence began arriving in the United
States in historic numbers without parents or guardians. Arriving mostly from Central
America, these children consistently shared stories of violence in the home, sexual
assault, and brutal gang violence. Many of these children were eligible for special
immigrant juvenile status, and by federal law their applications were required to be
adjudicated within six months. Instead, bureaucratic delays caused these children

to wait for years. Many of them reached adulthood while waiting, and while they
remained eligible for protection, without work authorization in the interim, they
overstayed their welcome with the family and friends who had accepted them years

before. Fortunately, 2021 saw significant forward movement in the processing of the

permanent residence applications for these young people. During the year, dozens

of children and youth were granted permanent residence, many of whom had been

waiting four or more years for this outcome.
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VICTORIA'S STORY:
FINDING THE STRENGTH
TO MOVE ON

Victoria’s* closest family growing
up was her mother and her cousin,
Gloria*, who was a sister to her.

In the Democratic Republic of
Congo (DRC)—a country in
central Africa—Victoria’s mother
supported their small family

by working as a shopkeeper.

In addition to her day job, her

women’s rights organization and

a member of an environmental

conservation group. Victoria’s
mother placed a strong emphasis
on education during her childhood, and she was able to finish her
schooling by age 16. She says, ‘I was a good student and had dreams of
becoming a doctor.”

Growing up, Victoria heard rumors about a rebel group pillaging homes
and villages in their district to get the local government to give in to their
demands. But she didn’t truly believe the horrors of these stories until she
was faced with it first-hand. She was just 16 when she heard rebel soldiers
invade her neighborhood one night. T heard them enter our neighbor’s
house, heard screams, and then a gunshot,” she says. They came to Victoria’s
house next, breaking everything in sight. Gloria, Victoria, and her mother
hid but were discovered. All three of the women were interrogated and
violently assaulted, suffering unimaginable trauma. Victoria’s mother was
left unconscious and their home in shambles.

5

mother was the president of a local
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A neighbor took the girls to the hospital, and they were treated and
released. The girls remained at the hospital for over a week while
Victoria’s mother recovered after falling into a coma. Instead of returning
home, they went to stay with Victoria’s aunt. The women sold all their
belongings and took a bus to the Ugandan border, where they entered a
refugee camp. But the camp was rampant with disease and malnutrition,

and Victoria constantly felt unsafe.

One day, Victoria’s mother went into the forest for her daily foraging and
never returned. Victoria and Gloria immediately went to ask for help in
locating her, but after months of investigating, it was assumed that a wild
animal had killed her. The girls were devastated by this loss. Victoria and
her cousin went to work and live with a wealthy family as housekeepers
and caregivers to their children. There, they raised enough money to

pay for their travel to Mexico, and eventually the United States, where
Victoria sought asylum as well as special immigrant juvenile status.

“AS A 16-YEAR-OLD GIRL, | HAD NO IDEA HOW
I WOULD SURVIVE WITHOUT MY MOTHER,”
VICTORIA SAYS. “I RELIVE THE TRAUMA I EN-
DURED THAT NIGHT EVERY DAY OF MY LIFE IN
THE FORM OF NIGHTMARES AND FLASHBACKS.”

When Victoria presented herself at the border in Tijuana, she was
detained by border officials and separated from her cousin. This,
combined with her past trauma, caused Victoria’s mental health to
deteriorate even further. “/Gloria] was the only close family I had left,” she

says, ‘And I had no idea where she was.”

Attempting to move on despite her grief, Victoria found a sponsor and
was released from detention. She eventually obtained a work permit, and
followed in her mother’s footsteps working at a local conservation and
recycling nonprofit. Through the organization, she was able to attend
school and learn English. She also got involved in a local church, as a
member and a volunteer.

Although Victoria built a life for herself here as she awaited the outcome
of her immigration case, the memories of her past still haunt her. The
possibility of being deported back to DRC has compounded her fears.

.

| After nearly 7 years of diligent legal work, through Casa Cornelia’s pro |

bono legal services, Victoria has been granted her lawful permanent
residence in the United States. At 25, she still has much of her life left to
live. This is only the beginning for Victoria.
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THE PRO BONO PROGRAM

The Law Center is able to provide the highest quality legal representation to hundreds
of clients per year because of the success of the Pro Bono Program, which continued
its important work throughout 2021. Each year, licensed private attorneys from firms
of all sizes, in-house counsel offices, and solo practitioners join the mission. Recruited,
trained, and mentored by Casa Cornelia staff, these attorneys use their professional
skills to provide pro bono legal services ranging from legal consultations to full
representation before the immigration office and court. Many of these attorneys share

that this is among the most meaningful experience of their legal careers.

As courts reopened after pandemic closures, volunteer attorneys were excited to

get back to this critical work. These attorneys had also continued to represent and
safeguard the legal rights of their existing clients throughout the pandemic. During
2021, 208 volunteer attorneys contributed a total of 6,128 hours. This is the
equivalent of hiring an additional three staff attorneys.

As all of Casa Cornelia’s clients are non-citizens and most are not English speakers, the
attorneys’ work would not be possible without the assistance of those with language
skills. The Law Center’s Volunteer Interpreter and Translator Program continues to
recruit community members fluent in English and another language willing to lend
their skills in the furtherance of justice. These volunteers are instructed on the role
and ethics of an interpreter or translator in the legal setting and then assigned to assist

attorneys as needed.

The pandemic offered new opportunities for these volunteers to get involved. As legal
work shifted to remote settings, language volunteers were able to participate remotely
and often to increase their participation. 121 language volunteers donated a total of
2,884 hours in 2021.

The Support Services Program provides Casa Cornelia’s clients essential information,
assessments, and qualified referrals to social services agencies throughout the country.

These services help stabilize those we serve who are in need of non-legal assistance.



The Program provided 67 referrals to 33 clients. Several of the clients assisted
received more than one referral. Clients most often requested referrals for counseling,
housing assistance, and social services. From 2021 and into the present time, the
Program has been diligently expanding its network of social service providers to ensure

clients are connected to a full range of services.
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JONATHAN'’S STORY:
ESCAPING VIOLENCE TO HAVE

SAFE AND BRIGHT FUTURE

When he was five years old,
Jonathan’s* father abandoned
his family, eventually finding
another wife and starting a new
family in the United States.
Back in El Salvador, his mother
struggled to support her three
children on her own, but she did
everything she could. “My mom

made sure we went to school

and helped with homework,”

Jonathan says. But she was

very sick, and her condition
continued to deteriorate. Things
got worse when Jonathan was a young teen and gangs began to take over
their neighborhood. Caught between the territories of two rival gangs, it
became dangerous to walk to school, go to the store, or simply be outside
alone. Jonathan remembers, “They would tell people that if they did not
join the gang, they would kill them, their mothers, and

their families.”

One day, when Jonathan was walking home from school, he was
confronted by gang members. They threatened and insulted him, and
then physically attacked him, leaving him alone and bleeding in the
street. After making it home safely, Johnathan understood the degree of
danger he and his family were truly in. “I was afraid that they would hurt
me again and this time leave me dead,” he says.
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| Jonathan decided to flee to the U.S. alongside his cousin. Once they |

made it through the harrowing journey to the border, they were detained
and transferred to a juvenile shelter. There, Jonathan obtained access to
Casa Cornelia’s services. Jonathan’s case was not simple or easy, initially
beginning as an application for asylum, but then also became a Special
Immigrant Juvenile Status case. Volunteer Attorney Michelle Herrera
took on his case, working with him to navigate the complex process.
After years of dedication, Johnathan has finally won his case with

Michelle’s representation and has now received his green card!

The work of Casa Cornelia is only possible if individuals in need of our services can
access them and endure through what is often a lengthy process. Unfortunately, lack of
immigration status and the prospect of deportation are often not the only barriers our
clients face. Rather, clients also struggle to heal from past trauma, navigate a complex
society in another language with which they may not be familiar, and provide for

the basic needs of themselves and their families often without work authorization.

In 2021, the Law Center also continued its efforts to remove barriers to accessing
justice by referring clients to necessary social services resources, including food
and housing assistance, counseling and mental health services, non-immigration legal
needs, and many others. We recognize that it is essential to meet clients where they
are and to connect them with services that will allow them to remain engaged in their

legal case.

Clients’ needs for connections to social services vary greatly. During 2021, the support
services team addressed over 40 different requested needs of clients to be connected
with providers. The most common request was to be connected with support for those
recently granted asylum (known as refugee benefits) and for housing, emergency

shelter, and food resources.
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ELISA’S STORY:
REDISCOVERING HOPE

Sometimes, the most heartbreaking
journeys can still end in new

hope. Elisa’s* story is a testament
to that. Growing up in Mexico,
Elisa endured abuse from all angles
just because she was different. She
says, “From a very young age, I did
not conform to or identify with the
[male] gender assigned to me at
birth.” Whenever she expressed her
gender identity, she suffered verbal
and physical abuse at the hands of

her parents. She also experienced
several instances of sexual assault

by uncles and other male figures throughout

her childhood.

“Finally, I could not endure the violence and abuse from my family anymore,”
Elisa says. Struggling with her mental health, she dropped out of school
and ran away from home at the age of 13. Living on the streets as a

young girl, Elisa was challenged with finding ways to survive. Faced with
starvation and threats to her life, she was forced into sex work at a young
age. For many years, she endured targeted violence and abuse based on
unchecked transphobia and homophobia engrained in Mexican society.
She says, “No one would protect me from harm, least of all the Mexican police,
who targeted me for violence and operated with impunity.”

“It was a difficult and dangerous existence,” she says, “Sometimes I
dressed and presented myself as a man, for my own self-preservation.” But
Elisa struggled with the idea of compromising her identity even as the
discrimination threatened her life. Despite her daily experiences living on
the margins of society, she found a way to endure and become stronger for it.

After a lifetime of living in constant fear with no one to turn to, Elisa
had enough. “Tmade up my mind that I did not want to live this type of life
anymore and decided to come to the United States,” she says, “I hoped that the

violence would stop and that I could just live.” But the journey to a safe haven |

L
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injured and separated from the group she was traveling with. She wandered

would not be easy. Upon her first attempt to cross the border, she was

in the desert for days without food or water before being spotted in San
Diego and taken to the hospital. But once she recovered, she was processed
by immigration authorities and expelled to a migrant shelter in Tijuana

without a chance to make her asylum claim.

Still injured and desperate to escape the looming threats that awaited her
in Mexico, someone at the shelter helped her safely return to the US.,
where she filed an official asylum claim. Elisa contacted Casa Cornelia for
help. One of our staff attorneys, Liza Perkins-Cohen, took on her case and
argued her asylum claim based on her gender identity.

After long delays, Elisa was granted asylum! She can now legally remain
in the U.S,, protected from the threat of deportation and the violence
awaiting her in her home country. With this priceless gift, she can start
building the life she’s always wanted, safe from abuse and discrimination.
“In the time I have spent in the United States, I have received more respect
and love from others than I have my entire life in Mexico,” she says.

Elisa can finally begin dreaming of a future for herself and rediscover hope
in her life. She has begun taking English classes and is working toward
earning her GED. She was able to officially change her name and gender
identity under state law, becoming further empowered to advocate for her
health and educational needs. Through it all, she has maintained a sunny
disposition and a positive attitude despite the many obstacles she has had
to face. We are certain that the strength and persistence she has built up
over the course of her life will allow her to overcome any other challenges
that await in this next chapter.

J

*Client names and/or photographs have been changed for confidentiality.



14TH ANNUAL
LA MANCHA AWARDS

Every year, Casa Cornelia presents
the La Mancha Awards to

CASA CORNELIA

LAl CENTER exceptional volunteers who help
further access to justice for the
vulnerable populations served by
the Law Center. Given the gathering
risks and restrictions, the 2021
celebration was held virtually. The
video program debuted on Thursday,
October 14, and featured interviews

with award recipients, client

Thursday

October 14,2021 testimonies, event sponsors,

Casa Cornelia 5:30 p.m.
d SUen K $timo

and current and former staff.

The following awards were presented:
LA MANCHA AWARDS

DISTINGUISHED PRO BONO ATTORNEY OF THE YEAR
Anne Beaumont, Esq

Perkins Coie LLP

PRO BONO LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR

Morrison & Foerster LLP

LUCY HOWELL LA MANCHA HUMANITARIAN AWARD
José Carlos Yee Quintero

Casa del Migrante en Tijuana

PRO BONO PUBLICO AWARDEES*

Fatima Brizuela, Esq, Hartley LLP
Vicki Broach, Esq
Samantha Greenberg, Esq, Kirby Mclnerney LLP
Jessica Gross, Esq, Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP
Kaila Harter, Esq, Morrison & Foerster LLP
Anusha Kakani, Esq, Cooley LLP
Alejandro Moreno, Esq, Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampron LLP

Benjamin Morris, Esq, Foley & Lardner LLP

Keiko Rose, Esq, Morrison & Foerster LLP

Sara Stearns, Esq, Morrison ¢ Foerster LLP

Gali Steinberg-Tatman, Esq, Mintz, Levin, Cobn, Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo, PC
Jason Stirling, Esq, Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP

*This list represents attorneys’ firms at the time of volunteering in 2021.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARDEES

Ruby and Sabel Aguiar
Nadia Carrillo
Jane Chou
Glorene Franco
Jaime Garcia
Carlos Gonzalez
Ekaterina Gracheva
Ibrahim Hajj
Jesus Mendoza Downey
Hannah Ohman
Rocio Ortiz
Sr. Mary Popit, SHC]
Layal Rouhana
Lisa Shunkwiler

Barbara Zaragoza



2021 FINANCIALS

$3,353,285: Expenditures 2021

$420,543 $351,860

$2,580,822

M Legal Services 77% B Management/General 12.5% B Fundraising 10.5%

$3,329,968: Fundraising Income /Donated Services 2021

$404,816
$221,555
$3,827,886
$875,711
B Grants B Donated Services Events, Net H Contributions

In 2021, Net Assets increased by $2,716,958. Of this amount, $1,230,394 was
unrestricted, and restricted funds for legal programs increased by $1,486,564.

CASA CORNELIA 2021 DONORS

Casa Cornelia Law Center is grateful for the generous 2021 contributions from the

following individuals and partner organizations:

$100,000+

California Department of Social Services (CDSS)
Tom and Audry Morrow, via Goldman Sachs Gives
Price Philanthropies Foundation
PWH Educational Foundation
State Bar of California - Equal Access Fund
State Bar of California - IOLTA
Vera Institute of Justice

$50,000 - $99,999

Anonymous
Raskob Foundation

Wellspring Philanthropic Fund

$10,000 - $49,999

Anonymous
Alliance Healthcare Foundation
Anonymous, via Catholic Community Foundation
Bonnie Bailey-Jones
Dr. Bronner's Family Foundation
Terrence R. Caster | A-1 Self-Storage
Center for Community Solutions
Cooley LLP
Dalebrook Endowment Fund
Do a Little Fund
Dolores Street Community Services
Michael and Regina Dowd
Farrell Family Foundation
Rachel Grassi
Hervey Family Non-Endowment Fund
M. House Family Fund
Marilyn Manzer and Anthony Niewijk
Menard Family Foundation
The Morrison and Foerster Foundation
Paul Hastings LLP
Peacemakers Fund



Allison and Robert Price Family Foundation

Elizabeth Principi

San Diego Gas and Electric

The San Diego Foundation
San Diego Woman's Club
Marilies Schoepflin

Susan Sharin and Laurina Young
Sheppard, Mullin, Richter and Hampton LLP
Sisters of Charity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Sisters of St. Joseph Healthcare Foundation

Society of the Holy Child Jesus, American Province

The St. Augustine Foundation

This is About Humanity through the International Community Foundation
Gerard Trippitelli and Tessa Yutadco
Union Bank of California N.A.
United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture
The William H. Donner Foundation, Inc.
Women Give San Diego

$2,500 - $9,999

Veronica Ahern

The Bader Group

David and Elizabeth Balfour

Vicki Baron

Justin Berger

Hector Chavez-Rochin and
Ariana Chavez

Jeanine Cummins

Pamela Daniel

D'Arcy Capital Management LLC

James DeHarpporte

DLA Piper LLP

The Drakulich Firm, APLC

Foley and Lardner LLP

Fox Law Firm APC

Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen and
Loewy, LLP

Glenn and Jan Grossman

Marianne Grisez

Hallagan-Huston Family Foundation

Thomas and Margaret Healey

Margaret Healy

Lucy and Steve Howell

Paul and Jacklyn Horton

The Immaculata Parish

Joseph and Mary Ellen Jordan

Stephen David Keane

Kilpatrick Townsend and Stockton LLP

Klinedinst PC

Krylow Family Fund

Latham and Watkins LLP

Tom and Lisa Laube

Lawyers Club of San Diego Fund
for Justice

Clare Leschin-Hoar

LPL Financial

George and Karen Longstreth

Love Does

Missionary Sisters Servants of the

Holy Spirit

Steven and Dawn Nufez

Cheryl A. and John M. O'Meara
Charitable Foundation

Robert P. and Mary Kay O'Meara

Perkins Coie

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP

Procopio, Cory, Hargreaves &

Savitch LLP

RG Alliance Group

Judith Reuter

Amy and John Romaker

Schaffer Family Law Group, APC

Schoellkopf Family Foundation

The John and Kathleen Schreiber
Foundation

Marjorie Seybold

Robert and Mary K. Shields

Mary and Ron Siegrist

St. James by the Sea Episcopal Church

Adrienne and Representative
Juan Vargas

Deacon Jim and Frances Vargas

Gregory A. Vega

Abby and Ray Weiss

Mariellen Whelan

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich and Rosati
Foundation

$1,000 - $2,499

Nancy and Daniel Aeling

Carmen Chavez and Matthew
Agostinelli

Ana Aguilar

Sabel and Ruby Aguiar

Anheuser-Busch

Brittany Applestein Syz

Feroza and Suresh Ardeshir

California Change Lawyers

California Western School of Law

Sandra Capano

Margie Carroll

Claudia Case

Chad Casey

Laura Closkey

Luke Cocalis

Kevin and Alice Curtin

Devra Davis

Blake Harper and Janice Deaton

Anne and Charles H. Dick, Jr.

Dixon Diab & Chambers LLP

Andrew Lutz and Mary Dollarhide Lutz

Ann Donovan

Teresa E. Doyle

Duane Morris LLP

Joanne Dyer

Jean and John Earl

Jill Esbenshade

Drs. James Ewing and Ellen Colangelo

Charity Falls

Achraf Farraj

Fe Fernandez

Jenn French

James Gerber

Garrett Gruener and Amy Slater Family

Fund at the East Bay Community
Foundation

Helen Grunke

Jill Hall

Anna Hoffman

Donald M. Jackson Trust

Bronwyn Jarvis

Allyn and David Johnston

Walter and Rosemary Johnston

Tom Tierney and Lisa Kahle

Kelly and Robert Kaplan

Linda and Mel Katz

Gita Khadiri

Kathleen Kuriakose

Kevin Laube



Arcelia Ledezma

Gary Lynn

Diane Masser-Frye

Laurie McNamara

Mary Patterson McPherson

Valerie Mejia

Angela Miner

Marlene E. and William F. O'Meara
Kevin O'Neill and Kevin Burns
John Pacheco

Palo Alto Networks

Religious of the Sacred Heart of Mary

Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth

Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi OSF

Carol Snyder, OSF

St. Luke Catholic Church

Nancy Stagg

Joann and David Stang

John Steel

Peter Sticklen

Mr. Thomas Edward Templeton and
Ms. Mary Ena Erlenborn

The Ameritino Foundation

The Edmond N. and Virginia H. Moriarty

Rebecca Roberts Foundation
Rose Immigration Law Regis Worley
San Diego Volunteer Lawyer Program Liane Yee
Florence Seligman Christy Zatkin
Sempra Energy

$500 - $999
Sandy Abrams Stephen and Julie Ferruolo
Carmen Angeles Virginia Forrest
Ana Baratz David Gangsei
Marya and Karol Barr Patricia Garcia
Helen Bourne Gary and Susan Gillig
Ann C. Buckingham Google
Caterpillar Foundation Mark Greenberg
Elizabeth Chamberlin Ann Grunewald
Delores Christiansen Eileen Healy
Janine and Douglas Cohen Maria Heredia
Thomas and Joan Coughlin David and Therese Hymer
Ann Craig Jane Ilades
Marion Dailey Francis Isabel
Claudia De Colstoun Brooke Killian Kim
Manuel De La Cruz Gutierrez Cynthia Lawrence
Daniel Dillabough Kathleen LeMieux
Deborah Dixon Sandra Lincoln, SHC]J

Austen D'Lima

Marguerite Drasler

RayMonda DuVall

Marina Escobedo

Dr. Nigel Richard and Rhonda Farrar

Kenneth Martin
Yarazel Mejorado
Marcela Mendez

Jesus and Karen Montes

Lynn Neu

Rita Newark

Nopalera LLC

Katherine Paculba

Flena Perez

Point Loma/Ocean Beach
Democratic Club

Mary Popit, SHC]

Karen Reimus

David Reuter

Theodore and Jeanne Roth

Jeannie Rose Rubin

Yvonne Sanchez

Brenda and Steven Schick

Abbvie

Abdirisak Abdi

Karen Adam

Kathy Adams Reed

Anthony Agostinelli

Maria Agostinelli and
Denis Marusic

Deacon Tony and
Sharon Albers

Brooke Alexander Parr

Amgen Foundation

Lenise Andrade

Javier A. Angulo

Donna Applestein

Karen Arden

Neil and Mariaelena Davila
Auwarter

Leny Avila

Radomir Avila

Bank of America Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. William A.
Barnes

Dory Beatrice

Robert and Mary Beatty

Dr. David Schindel and
Ms. Kathryn Becker

Annalisa Berta

Joseph Secker

Seltzer Caplan McMahon Vitek

Mary Shields

Frank and Katherine Spinella

Richard and Alesha Sterger

Hon. Kim Wardlaw and Bill Wardlaw
Matthew and Monique Walker

Dean and Teri Washle

Mary Ann White

William Wolf and Mary Catherine Cuff
Barbara Wright

Patricia Yuengling

UP TO $499

Best Buy Charity Custodial
Account

Sylvia Bier

Damla Bilgin

Edward Bishop

Dorn Bishop

Steven and Rosamond
Blevins

Blue Shield of California
Foundation

Sara Bolyard

Leslie and Rafael Bouffard

Sarah Callaway Brabant

Watson and Eren Branch

Philip and Marina Braswell

Susan Braun

Marian Brice

Vicki Broach

Adrienne Brown

Courtney and Zachary
Brown

Janis Brown

Judith Brown

Shannon Brubaker

Eric Brustad

Dale Burchby

Jeffrey Burns

Anne Burns

Katherine Burns

Patricia Cannon

Adryenn Cantor

Robert Caplan

Miguel Cardona

Victor Carmona, Ph.D.

John L. Douglas and
Edilia Carrillo

Nadia Carrillo

Ann T. Carroll

Lauren and Derrick
Cartwright

Carol Carvajal

Lindsey Castro

Bianca Ceralvo

Stephanie Chan

Dana Rochelle Chapnick

Jack and Jan Chatten-Brown

Yvonne Chism-Peace

Kathleen Spreen Christenson

Waldo Christopher

Molly and Paul Clark

Elizabeth Clarke, SHCJ

Anne Clorite

June Collins

Kathleen Cordes, SHC]

Elizabeth Cooper



Margery Coupe

Beth Crawford

Robert and Margaret Crocco

Charlotte Crochet-Cox

Philip Crone

Scott M. and Kim Daniel

Steve and Susan Davis

Victor De Souza

Susan Delaney

Camilo Diaz

Lauren DilLisio

Laura White Dillon

Lionel D'Luna

Ramsina and Colin
Doberstein

Deborah Dorn

Elidia Dostal

Connie Vinita Dowell

Mary E. Doyle

Ann M. Durst, SHCJ

Michael Eberle

Melissa Eisler

Steven Eldred

Judy Ericksen

Fr. Peter Escalante

Kerry-Lee Etsebeth

Jenna Fasone and Austin
Silldorff

Kathleen Feeney

Bernardo Bicas and
Ms. Maty Feldman-Bicas

Virginia Field

Janet Flaherty

Mary Ellen Fleischli

William and Connie Flores

John and Carla Fox

Geraldine and Richard
Frances

Glorene Franco

Joan and David Friedenberg

Marion Froehlich

Lisa Galliath

Janet Gallo

Jane and Jon Gang

Lilia E. Garcia

Mary and Roy Garrett

Jesse and Jason Giessow

Erik Giske

Khanh Glatzel

TC Gleason

Joseph Goddard

Vicki Goldsmith

Paula Gonzalez

Silvia Gonzalez

Carlos Gonzalez

Jordan and Jessie Gottdank

Roberta Gottfried

David Gouzoules

Patricia Gracian

Judy Gradwohl

Allison and Kevin Gregg

Jerry Griffith

Danielle GruppChang

Veronica Gutierrez Ayesta

Wendy Hager

Beatrice Halk

Stephen Hansen

Patrick Harazin

Maren and David Hargis

M. Stephen and Mrs. Jane
Harker

Susan Harrigan

Sara Hashimi

Jennifer Haslam

Joan Heller

Christopher Hendricks

Michon Hinz

Michael Hogan

James and Ann Hogan

Florentina Hooker

Beth Howard

Isabella Furth and Everett
Howe

Rosario Martinez lannacone

The Illumina Foundation
Jesse Imbriano

Virginia Infantino

Sarah Ingraham

Peter Izzo and Constance

O'Connor

Sally Jacobson

Monique Caron and Luis
Jarquin

Anna Jauregui-Law

Fermin Jimenez

Fo Jo

John August Swanson Studio

Hollis Johnson

Rebecca Jones

Virginia Jones

Lauren Hillman and Travis
Jones

Justin Joseph

Manuela Juan-Tomas

Nancy Kaczmarek

Jasmin Kaeser

Andrew Kaiser

Robert and Marina Kaplan
Baroff

Brian Kathler

Marilyn Kaufhold

Edward Kehler

William Keith

Bridget Kennedy

Nancy Kennedy

Jean Kerr

Lisa Kieper

Carol Kissin

Beth Knight

Laura and Ronald Kohl

Jennifer Konieczny

Barbara Kozikowski

Evan Kravitz

Maria Kurtz

Katie Labonte

Suzanne Landa

Dee Snow Lang

Larrabee Albi Coker LLP

Law Offices of Michael J.
Radford

Joyelle Lee

Betty and John LePore

Alfred Lerma

John and Joanne Leslie

Diane Leslie

Linda Levine

David Lin

Judy Linen

Carrie Long

Elizabeth Loomis, SHCJ
Maria Lopes-Carvalho
John Loughlin
Roberta Lydon
Kathleen M. Lynch
Edna Lyons

Lyric Services, Inc.

John MacDougall and
Jennifer Schuman
Terri MacKenzie, SHC]

Blanche Maine

Elizabeth Marietti

Kay Marker

Judy Martin

Philippe Masser

John McAuliffe

Judith McDonald

Jessica McElfresh

Kate McElhone

J.C. and Mary McElveen

Patricia McLaughlin

Cara McMahon

John and Vera McMahon

Sheila McNiff, SHC]

Joseph McQuaide

Shyamal Mehtalia

Dr. Dimaris Michalek

Microsoft Matching Gifts
Program

Rachelle Miguel

Francis Miles McNiff and
Janet Goodwin

Steve Millendorf

Carol Miller

Mohamad and Doris Moazed

Kiana Moi

Jonathan D. and Annika
Montag

Denis Montgomery

Kathleen Moore

Carole Morales

Christie Morehead

Sonia Moreno

Fredy Moreno

Gregori Morris

Catherine Morris

Christopher Morris

Seyed Siavash Mortazavi
Ravari

Virginia Mullery

Rev. Michael Murphy

Chelsea Mutual

Allegra Muxlow

Paul Najar

Pierfilippo Natta

Naomi Nelson

Linda Newman-Goetzel

Suzanne Nicholl

Susan and Stephen
Nickerson

John Norris

Oak Knoll School of the
Holy Child

Jeremy Ogul

Jean M. O'Meara, SHC]J

John and Mary Jo O'Rourke

Christopher Otole

Drs. Nasrin Owsia and
Behrooz Akbarnia

Beatrice Pardo

Jennifer Pascua

Jamee Patterson

Joanne Paulson

Rosa Paunero

Ellen Peery

Ramona Perez

Alexi and Xheni
Pfeffer-Gillett

Jose Pimentel

Anne Pings

Dr. Steve Popper and
Ms. Christina Piranio

Sabrina Pourmand

Samuel Prieto

Qualcomm Inc.

Joan Quinn

Olga Quinones

William Radatz

Ashwani Ravulapally

Virginia Raya-Sidney

Raytheon Technologies

Thomas and Marcia Reedy

Dana Reedy

Gary Reichley

Kelly Reimus

Research Action Design

George and Mary Ann Reyes

Karin Riggs

Virginia Rodee

Erika Rodriguez

Margaret Rogers

Silvia Romero

Jeanne Ronzani, SHC]J

Gabriel Ross

Sheila Rourke

Mike and Terri Rucker

Robin Rupe

Don G. and Cynthia G.
Rushing

Anna Rushworth

Saint Peter's by the Sea
Lutheran Church

Alain Samba

San Diego Indivisible

Rita Sanchez and Richard del
Castillo

Monica Santos

Gary W. and Judy C. Schons

Barbara Schreiber

Kathleen Schreiner

William and Patricia Seiler

Kari Lorraine Scott and
Dino R. Serafini

Susan Shafi

Judith Shapiro

Patricia Shea

Albert and Marilyn Shelden

Lori Shellenberger and
Timothy Casey

Leslie and Yvonne Sherman

Madeline Sherry



Weili Shi

Richard Shin

Marcia Sichol, SHC]

Peter Sifferlen

Armando Silva

Cindy Simpson

Rupa Singh

Sisters of Mercy AWMC

Susan M. Slater, SHCJ

Kathleen Smyser

Gregory Smyth

Sarah Soderborg

Suzanne Spain

Ronald and Kathleen Spong

Deborah Stanley

Sara Stearns

Laura and Josh Stein

Andy Sterling

Ann Sullivan

Christine Sun

Linn and Stephan Syz

Catherine and Michael
Thiemann

Brett D'Arcy

Edward and Beryl Flom
The Immaculata Parish
King’s Printing

David and Lydia Tiede

Tobie Tondi, SHC]J

Lisa Toppin

Charles Tornatore

Brianna Torres Yamanaka

Mike and Andrea Townsend

Catalina Tucker

Carol Tunney

Katia Urata

Rosa Vargas

Norma Vega

Felice Verive

Ann VerSteeg

Gabrielle Vetter-Taafte

Jacquiline Wagner

Patricia Waller

Michael and Hon. Jane
Waller

Scott Walls

William Walsh

Emma Webster

Wells Fargo

Rita White

Annie Milleret
Morrison and Foerster LLP
George Rassas

San Diego County Bar
Foundation

Frances White, SHC]J

Alan Wiener

Father Neal Jose Wilkinson

Michele Wilkosz

Jeffrey Williams

Sarah and Stephen Wilson

Patricia Wilson

Carol Wilson and Gary
Ditch

Kevin Wirsing

Allyson Wise

Adrienne Wittenberg

Katherine and Michael
Woiwode

Margaret Wormley

Carolyn Wright

Sven Zabka

Gregand Barbara Zackowski

Ann L. Zahner

Alexa Zanolli

Barbara Zaragoza

Yeye Zhang

Maria Zuniga

IN KIND DONATIONS

San Diego La Raza Lawyers
Association

This is About Humanity

*Please accept our apologies if there is an error in this list. We would appreciate it if you would
notify our Development Office of any necessary changes. (619) 231-7788, ext. 324.

WITH GRATITUDE

With gratitude, Casa Cornelia Law Center recognizes Kings Printing for their more
than 20 years of outstanding professional support for our work. Owners, Sabel

and Ruby Aguiar, now retired, had a critical role in all our public relations through
multiple publications, such as our annual reports, special event programs and mailings.
From our beginnings, they were there for us and are forever our dearest friends.




CASA CORNELIA
LAW CENTER

FOR MORE INFORMATION
PLEASE CONTACT OUR OFFICE:
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