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J U S T I C E  W I T H  C O M PA S S I O N
Casa Cornelia’s Mission and Spirit are rooted in the tradition of 

service of the Society of the Holy Child Jesus, which founded and 
sponsored the Law Center in 1993 to provide free legal services to 

indigent victims of human and civil rights violations.

Although U.S. immigration law and policy offer safe haven for persons in perilous 
circumstances, eligibility for protection under the law is no guarantee of securing 

protection. Further, while there is a right to legal counsel in these matters, the 
government does not provide attorneys, so the non-citizen must find their own 

attorney or proceed without an attorney. Victims unfamiliar with the legal system, 
language, and culture rarely navigate the intricacies of the legal system successfully  

on their own. Indigent persons fleeing persecution in their homelands, abused  
women and men, abandoned and neglected children, and victims of  

human trafficking are especially vulnerable.

C A S A  C O R N E L I A  B OA R D  O F  D I R E C TO R S

L E T T E R  F R O M  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C TO R

It gives me joy to share with you Casa Cornelia’s Annual Report. 
Your support was key for us to persevere through the tumultuous 
year that was 2020. A year like no other, when we faced many 
obstacles, particularly for the clients and communities we serve. 
Throughout the year, our life-saving legal services continued. 

Apart from the challenges faced due to the pandemic and the corresponding emotional, 
economic, and health impacts on our clients, we also faced challenges stemming from the 
intense policy and administrative hurdles placed on many of our cases.

Your support made all the difference this year, by strengthening our resolve and our ability 
to adapt to the ever-changing health and legal environments without sacrificing the highest 
quality services possible to our clients in these difficult circumstances. Despite it all, our 
staff and volunteers responded to 1,329 individuals in need last year. 

Knowing we cannot fulfill our noble mission alone, we rely on the goodwill of our hundreds 
of volunteers who remained steadfast by our side. We are especially grateful to these 
volunteers for forging ahead with us in this work despite the difficulties of the past year.

Looking into 2021, we have a renewed sense of hope that victims of human and civil 
rights violations will be treated justly, fairly, and compassionately. We are seeing both a 
reinstatement and/or reaffirmation of certain protections, like DACA, and we are keeping 
a close eye on new policy developments that will affect those we serve.

As children begin to be regularly processed again into the U.S., we remain committed to 
providing legal services to every single unaccompanied child detained in San Diego County 
needing our assistance.

While there is optimism, there is unfortunately also a higher likelihood of confusion in 
the community about what the changes are or how they will impact their circumstances. 
To address this confusion and concern, we are focused on our communication efforts this 
year to ensure that the children, women, and men who seek humanitarian immigration 
protection have the most accurate information.

Lastly, at the end of 2020 Casa Cornelia experienced a new chapter as we bid farewell to 
our extraordinary and long-serving former Board Chair, Deacon Jim Vargas, OFS, and we 
welcomed our amazing new Board Chair Gloria Bader, Ed.D. We thank them both for 
their deep commitment to Justice with Compassion. 

I am in gratitude to each of you for your support of this mission of hope. Together, we persevere.

With every best wish and blessing, I am
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E X E C U T I V E  S U M M A RY
Casa Cornelia Law Center is a 501(c)(3) public interest non-profit law firm providing 
quality pro bono legal services to victims of human and civil rights violations within 
the immigrant community in Southern California. The Law Center also seeks to 
educate others on the impact of immigration law and policy on the community and 
the public good.

Since 1993, thousands of children, women, and men have turned to Casa Cornelia for 
critical legal assistance and humanitarian protection. Today, Casa Cornelia employs 
28 staff members and benefits from a network of hundreds of volunteer attorneys, 
interpreters, translators, law students, and community volunteers. In 2020, Casa 
Cornelia responded to 1,329 persons seeking legal services through the Asylum, 
Children’s, and Victims of Crime Programs.

A S Y LU M  P R O G R A M  
Since its foundation, Casa Cornelia has represented individuals who seek asylum in 
the United States because of the serious harm they escaped in their countries. In 2020, 
the Law Center responded to 412 requests for assistance from persons fleeing 
violence and persecution in their homelands. The asylum seekers served came from 
across the globe, including individuals fleeing persecution in Africa, Asia, Europe,  
and throughout the Americas and Caribbean.

C H I L D R E N ' S  P R O G R A M
The long-standing tradition of serving migrant children detained or resident in our 
community also continued. Casa Cornelia provided services to 512 immigrant 
children ranging from infancy through age 17 (and into young adulthood) in 
2020. The majority of these children were recent arrivals, but others were residents 
of Southern California communities. Many suffered physical abuse, parental 
abandonment, or traumatic separations from families.

V I C T I M S  O F  C R I M E  P R O G R A M  
Immigrant survivors of serious crimes also continued to find support and a pathway 
to safety and new opportunities with Casa Cornelia’s assistance. During 2020, 405 
individuals sought the assistance of the Law Center through the Victims of Crime 
Program. Seventy-seven percent of these applicants were women between the ages 
of 26–45 years old, many of whom are responsible for children both in the United 
States and abroad. These survivors have often lived in the shadows of society isolated 
by trauma, language, poverty, and fear, but have had new doors opened to them 
through this work.
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The work of Casa Cornelia depends upon the contributed services of volunteers and 
partners in the community, including those who dedicate their time and skills as part 
of the Pro Bono Program for Volunteer Attorneys and the Volunteer Interpreter 
and Translator Program. In 2020, 429 volunteers donated 15,102 hours of service 
to support Casa Cornelia's mission, including 211 volunteer attorneys who donated 
9,016 hours, 132 volunteer interpreters and translators who donated 2,854 hours, and 
82 other volunteers (including board members, committee members, legal clerks, and 
interns) who donated 3,232 hours of service.

The Law Center also continued its efforts to remove barriers to accessing justice by 
referring clients to necessary social service resources, including food and housing 
assistance, counseling and mental health services, non-immigration legal needs, and 
many others.

In addition to providing direct legal services, Casa Cornelia commits itself to educate 
on the impact of immigration law and policy on the public good. Law Center staff are 
frequently invited to share their expertise in the San Diego community and beyond.

" T H E  L O N G - S TA N D I N G  T R A D I T I O N  O F  S E RV I N G  M I G R A N T  C H I L D R E N 
D E TA I N E D  O R  R E S I D E N T  I N  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  A L S O  C O N T I N U E D  [ … ] 

T H E  M A J O R I T Y  O F  T H E S E  C H I L D R E N  W E R E  R E C E N T  A R R I VA L S ,  B U T 
OT H E R S  W E R E  R E S I D E N T S  O F  S O U T H E R N  C A L I F O R N I A  C O M M U N I T I E S . 

M A N Y  S U F F E R E D  P H Y S I C A L  A B U S E ,  PA R E N TA L  A B A N D O N M E N T,  O R 
T R AU M AT I C  S E PA R AT I O N S  F R O M  FA M I L I E S . ”



A S Y LU M  P R O G R A M

Asylum—protection for individuals fleeing persecution because of their race, 
religion, or other identifying characteristics—has been a hallmark of United States 
humanitarian immigration law for generations. A non-citizen granted asylum in 
the United States is not only given safe haven but also the opportunity to become 
a permanent member of the community. Seeking asylum has always been difficult; 
asylum seekers who fled horrific violence and torture with only the clothes on their 
backs are given no assistance from the government in processing their claim. Instead, 
they may have to seek asylum while defending against deportation and may have to do 
so while in a detention facility. The entire case is processed in English, even if this is a 
language that they do not understand. No lawyers are provided to asylum seekers by 
the government to fight their cases.

Casa Cornelia responded to 412 adult asylum seekers (either single adults or 
members of family groups) and received 170 new applications for services in 
2020. Of those responded to last year, 189 were detained. The majority of asylum 
seekers were from Latin American and Caribbean countries, mainly Guatemala, El 
Salvador, Honduras, Mexico, Venezuela, and Haiti, followed by persons from African 
nations, such as Cameroon, Ghana, and Nigeria. We also responded to 13 individuals 
from Russia. 

M E E T I N G  T H E  N E E D S
The combination of worldwide social and political strife, harsh immigration policies, 
and the Covid-19 pandemic has shaken our shared reality. As in previous years, 2020 
saw an increase in the number of people forcibly displaced around the globe: there 
was a 12% increase in the number last year, for a total of 79.5 million individuals. Yet 
again, an exorbitant percentage of this total is comprised of children under the age of 
181. This crisis experienced by so many directly impacts the work of Casa Cornelia. 
Simultaneously, national immigration policies in 2020—including severe restrictions 
on immigration and the closing of the international ports of entry along the U.S./
Mexico border to asylum seekers and others—profoundly affected the Law Center’s 
practice. Although the root causes of forced migration did not change, the unduly 
severe treatment of those seeking safe haven was more pronounced this year.

In short, it was a difficult year. In March 2020, the organization made a sharp pivot 
to allow all work to be conducted remotely. As the pandemic unfolded, detained 
court cases continued, and attorneys worked to secure the release of detained asylum 
seekers, recognizing that unnecessary detention of these vulnerable individuals greatly 
increased the likelihood of infection and death. 

Despite the increasing migrant flow to the region, the operational challenges 
brought by Covid-19, and the constant changes in immigration policy during 2020, 
Casa Cornelia remained agile and effective. While access to legal protections for 
vulnerable immigrants was severely curtailed by the United States government, 
and requests by the government for further evidence on cases seemingly reached 
an all-time high, those served by the organization continued to receive zealous and 
skilled representation. Last year, Casa Cornelia Law Center responded to over 
1,320 individuals seeking legal services through its Asylum, Children’s, and 
Victims of Crime Programs. Depending on eligibility under the law and the Law 
Center’s programs, these individuals received specific legal information or referrals for 
additional resources. The majority of these individuals had the opportunity to speak 
confidentially with an attorney and receive specific information about immigration 
law. Many of them were accepted for representation, which ranges from brief advocacy 
to full representation in an affirmative immigration application with U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services or defense against deportation before an immigration judge. 
Most importantly, each individual was treated with the dignity they deserve, as Casa 
Cornelia continued its tradition of seeking justice with compassion.

REGIONAL ORIGIN OF APPLICANTS IN 2020

In 2020, Casa Cornelia responded to the legal needs of 1,329 individuals from around the 
world.  Of those, 1,120 are originally from Latin America and the Caribbean, 122 from 
Africa, 42 from Asia, 20 from Eastern Europe, 15 from the Middle East, 3 from Western 
Europe, and 1 from Canada.

  1(UNHCR/18 June 2020).



The diversity of those seeking asylum in our region continues to be evidenced by 
the many languages and dialects spoken. Last year, Casa Cornelia’s asylum clients 
or applicants for services spoke 38 non-English languages. Apart from Spanish, 
the languages most represented included Arabic, Creole, French, Mam, Pular, and 
Russian. On December 31, 2020, 218 of the individuals who sought and/or received 
services from Casa Cornelia still had open matters with Casa Cornelia.

The Asylum Program continues to see a significant number of detained asylum seekers 
(46% of the clients in our Asylum Program this year). These individuals are primarily 
detained at San Diego’s Otay Mesa Detention Center, but the Law Center is now 
also representing clients detained at the Imperial Regional Detention Facility in the 
underserved Imperial Valley region (specifically, Calexico, California). Because of the 
pandemic, staff and volunteers had to rely mostly on mail and phone to communicate 
with current and prospective clients; in large part, they were unable to access the 
facility for face-to-face meetings. Additionally, the situation was worsened given 
that access to detained clients by video conferencing was denied due to logistical 
restrictions at the detention facility. Given the realities of the danger posed by 
Covid-19, our detained clients were at great risk. Earnest effort was invested to request 
their release from detention, especially those with preexisting health conditions. 

M A R C E L’ S  S TO RY:  T R A P P E D  
I N  T H E  M I D D L E  O F  T H E  

C A M E R O O N I A N  C O N F L I C T 

Marcel* was born into the conflict 
between the English- and French-
speaking regions of Cameroon.  
After his parents divorced, he grew 
up in his mother’s Anglophone 
culture, and years later he moved 
to a Francophone region with his  
uncle to be raised Muslim.

At his new community, Marcel 
felt alienated from others due 
to cultural differences. Despite 
the challenges, Marcel worked 
with diligence to get closer to 
his goal of becoming a doctor. 

Unfortunately, these dreams were dashed when he went to 
take his entrance exams. The school officials told him that although he had 
received the same education as his peers, those with Anglophone origins 
would not be allowed in.

Having experienced the unfair discriminatory system in his country, 
Marcel focused his studies on sociopolitical issues. He began by participating 
in peaceful protests, but eventually joined a group protecting the rights 
and interests of Anglophones.

One day, Marcel was at a group meeting when suddenly, military officers 
stormed the venue. They violently arrested many members, including 
Marcel. He was detained for eight days in inhumane conditions. “We were 
flogged with machetes or a cable before each meal—at least three times a 
day,” Marcel says. Noticing Marcel’s French accent, the officers presented 
Marcel with the opportunity to be freed if he denounced his actions with 
the protesters. After Marcel refused, the officers tortured him violently.  
He was released the next day and was rushed to the hospital to recover.

Despite his increased fear and physical injuries, Marcel continued his 
social justice work with renewed determination. The next time he was 



C H I L D R E N ’ S  P R O G R A M
In 2020, Casa Cornelia remained the sole provider of legal services for detained 
and locally released unaccompanied children in San Diego County. In 2020, Casa 
Cornelia’s Children’s Program provided services to 512 children. Of these 
children, 303 (59%) were detained and 208 were non-detained. On December 31, 
2020, cases for 193 children remained open. The number of these cases was greatly 
reduced (by half ) from the previous year due to border closures, irregular and 
unlawful treatment of arriving unaccompanied children by government officials, and 
the pandemic. Staff remained focused and attentive to the many changes within the 
legal landscape and the circumstances of the children themselves.  

Given the special vulnerability of the children, especially detained children, extra 
attention is routinely given to the handling of cases and the training of staff and 
volunteers. The services provided include a legal orientation and Know Your Rights 
(KYR) presentation followed by a question-and-answer session, immigration  
court orientation in preparation for court appearances, and case preparation.  
Casa Cornelia, in its pivot to remote work, adapted its legal orientation to be 
presented via videoconferencing instead of in-person. 

Casa Cornelia attorneys relied on videoconferencing tools to counsel and assist their clients 
during the Covid-19 pandemic.

arrested, Marcel was detained for two full weeks. He was held in an 
unsanitary, disease-ridden, dilapidated cell. Five of his cellmates died while 
in detention.

One day, Marcel was blindfolded and taken out to the surrounding field, 
where he was told to begin digging his own grave. The officers ordered 
him to lay in the hole and shoveled dirt back in. It was only when Marcel 
saw nothing but darkness that they dug him back out, flinging insults and 
asserting their power over him.

After this incident, he was finally released. Later on, he participated in 
a march declaring Southern Cameroon’s independence but the crowd 
was met with violence from military officers. Marcel was captured but he 
eventually managed to escape. His family pleaded with him to flee the 
country so Marcel heeded their warnings and began planning his escape. 

Marcel travelled and made it to Ecuador, where he and some other 
migrants crossed the jungle up into Central America, and ultimately 
reached the United States border at the Calexico Port of Entry where 
he claimed asylum. With no money left and nowhere else to go, Marcel 
contacted Casa Cornelia to help him with his case. Associate Attorney 
Zohaile Kakavand argued for Marcel’s claim to asylum in court, and it 
was granted. Now, when he says he wants, “Another chance and a new 
home here,” there is more hope than ever for that to be true. This was Casa 
Cornelia’s first successful case in the Imperial Valley. We are incredibly 
grateful to our supporters who have ensured a new future for Marcel. ■



Children are affected emotionally and mentally by the stress of their uncertain 
circumstances and their fears stemming from the pandemic and the possibility  
of becoming ill. The number of detained children ebbed and flowed, which also 
created additional stressors for staff as they constantly recalibrated their efforts  
and work arrangements. 

The majority of children are still coming from Northern Triangle Central American 
countries (Guatemala, El Salvador, and Honduras) and Mexico, but children also 
arrived from farther away, including Bangladesh, Guinea, India, Vietnam, and China. 
The circumstances causing the children to flee their home country have not changed: 
widespread violence, domestic violence or abuse, and now also the pandemic and 
climate crises. Minors remain the most vulnerable migrants regardless of the situation 
they are fleeing.

 

 

V I C T I M S  O F  C R I M E  P R O G R A M 
Among the most marginalized in the immigrant population are undocumented 
victims of crime, including survivors of domestic violence and human trafficking. 
Many victims are long-term residents of San Diego County and members of the 
community as doting parents, dedicated employees, and active members of the faith 
community. However, they live with trauma and fear due to their victimization, 
and their lack of immigration status and indigence keeps them in the shadows and 
vulnerable to abuse.

During 2020, 405 individuals, including undocumented victims of domestic 
violence, assault, and human trafficking, sought and/or received services through 
our Victims of Crime (VOC) Program. Eighty-four individuals were new to Casa 
Cornelia. As of December 31, 2020, there were 291 open cases, which represents a 
15% decrease in the number of open cases since the end of 2019.

The VOC Program assists victims in regularizing their immigrant status under 
various forms of humanitarian immigration relief. A vast majority of the clients in the 
program continue to be women—310 of them in 2020. Most of them are between 
26 and 45 years old and are responsible for children. Work permits, which they 
eventually receive in connection with their immigration applications, allow them to 
have an official identity document and provide for themselves and their families. 

Although the VOC Program was the least impacted by the reduction in numbers 
caused by border closures, it was significantly impacted in other ways. The process 
of securing legal status is long, and the average waiting time continues to increase 
as the backlog at United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) 
grows. Currently, one of these cases can last anywhere from two to seven years, 

H E C TO R ’ S  S TO RY:  F I N D I N G  
S O M E W H E R E  TO  B E L O N G 

When Hector* was 12, his 
father suffered a sudden stroke 
and passed away. Four years 
later, his mother also passed 
away after dealing with an 
unexpected illness. After these 
tragic events, Hector began to 
feel like a stranger in his own 
life. He could not shake the 
feeling that he was a burden:  
“I just felt like I didn’t belong.” 

Shortly after turning 16, 
he attempted to live with his older siblings in their hometown in 
Guatemala. His siblings were young, struggled to take care of their own 
families, and were unable to care for Hector. He soon found himself 
homeless, on his own without any adult supervision. With limited 
resources available, and the threat of gang violence constantly looming, 
Hector was left hopeless.

Looking for a new beginning, Hector fled North. After pooling his and 
his siblings’ resources, Hector was able to gain passage all the way to the 
U.S. border, where authorities detained him for over a month. Through 
Casa Cornelia’s Children’s Program, he applied successfully for a Special 
Immigrant Juvenile Status (SIJS), a form of humanitarian immigration 
relief for children who have been abused, abandoned, or neglected. 
Today, Hector lives in San Diego and is able to provide for himself 
through his own hard work and dedication. ■



so most applicants will often have to file more than one Employment Authorization 
Document (EAD, or work permit) application while their case is pending.

Given that the VOC clientele is largely non-detained and residing in our 
community, life took over for them and their families. The pandemic, in addition to 
housing, financial, food, medical, and mental health resource problems, at-home child 
learning, and concerns over losing their jobs and/or not having a work permit, shifted 
their attention to survival versus working on their immigration case. Staff committed 
significant time to ensure they effectively communicated information, listened to 
clients’ concerns, and assisted them in connecting to needed support and social 
services at a time when they found many closed doors.

A vast majority of the clients in the Victims of Crime Program continue to be women—310 of 
them in 2020. Most of them are between 26 and 45 years old and are responsible for children.

L I L I A N A’ S  S TO RY:  B R E A K I N G  F R E E 
F R O M  C YC L E S  O F  A B U S E 

Liliana* was only 17 when she 
met Ricardo* and fell in love. 
Having grown up in Mexico, 
in a household with an abusive 
mother, Liliana found what 
she needed in Ricardo’s 
company: love, autonomy, 
and respect. Nevertheless, 
he began abusing her shortly 
after she became pregnant. 
She wanted to leave him, 

but felt bound to him as the father of her child. They got married at the 
courthouse a few months later, but the violence only escalated. After a 
few years of worsening conditions, now with two children together, she 
finally called the police and he was arrested. Fearing his release, Liliana 
fled to the U.S. with her two kids. 

A year later, Ricardo contacted them and seemed to be remorseful so she 
gave him a second chance. However, the abuse started again. In a new 
country and without documents, she would not call the police, as she 
was afraid to be deported.  

The violence continued and eventually Liliana called the authorities. 
After her call, social workers assisted her and placed her in a shelter. At 
this time, she filed to gain full custody of her children. After learning 
about Casa Cornelia, Liliana contacted the Law Center asking for help 
to apply for U visas for her and her babies—this special humanitarian 
visa would enable them to get documentation and remain in the U.S. 
without threat of deportation. 

With the help of Associate Attorney Evelyn Lopez, Liliana and her two 
children successfully obtained their U visas. Now with five children, 
ranging from toddler to a teenager, this is a new chapter in her journey in 
the U.S., and she knows this is the best opportunity for her family: “My 
two oldest sons have expressed interest in joining the army or becoming 
police officers and one of my younger sons wants to be a firefighter. Our 
lives are here in the U.S. and I know that my kids have the best chance  
to succeed.” ■



VO LU N T E E R  C O L L A B O R ATO R S  
I N  T H E  M I S S I O N

As in decades past, volunteers have allowed the mission of Casa Cornelia to flourish 
and expand. The effects of the pandemic and immigration policy restrictions impacted 
the programs; however, the ongoing legal work did not impede the participation of 
volunteers or even the interest of new attorneys from the private bar or community 
volunteers assisting with language access. The recruitment, training, and mentorship 
of volunteers may have slowed, but it still continued throughout the year. Staff 
committed significant time and attention to the proper management of all volunteers. 
In 2020, 429 volunteers donated 15,102 hours to support Casa Cornelia's mission. 

T H E  P R O  B O N O  P R O G R A M  
F O R  VO LU N T E E R  AT TO R N E Y S

The Pro Bono (PB) Program provides support for the core legal work by recruiting 
and training attorneys to take on matters across all programs. These volunteers 
represent large, medium, and small law firms, corporate counsel, or solo practice. In 
2020, there were an astounding 375 cases handled by volunteer attorneys (VAs), 
all at various stages. Specifically, these cases included 146 in the Asylum Program, 65 
in the Children’s Program, and 164 in the Victims of Crime Program.

Last year Casa Cornelia trained 50 volunteer attorneys for service in all three core 
legal programs. Regardless of the external factors, the PB Program remained robust, 
with enough VAs to meet the need. Painstaking effort was invested in securing 
and cultivating positive relationships with private law firms, which resulted in the 
placement of 48 new cases with VAs in 2020. Casa Cornelia is fortunate to have such 
a dedicated volunteer corps that has stayed by the clients’ sides even in the face of 
multiple hearings, detention challenges, and appeals. Lastly, attorneys from the private 
bar provided quality legal consultation to Casa Cornelia’s leadership on a variety of 
administrative topics, especially relating to Covid-19 policies. 

Between new cases that began last year and cases that continued from prior years, 211 
VAs donated 9,016 hours in screening, counseling, preparing materials, and litigating 
on behalf of Casa Cornelia’s clients in 2020. These donated hours of legal services 
were equivalent to the work of four full-time staff attorneys. This model, which has 
been developed and honed for years, allows the Law Center’s staff to greatly expand its 
reach to clients in need.

Volunteer Attorney Paul Najar, Esq. (right) and his Casa Cornelia client celebrate a successful 
outcome on her case. Photo was taken prior to the Covid-19 pandemic and restrictions.

T H E  VO LU N T E E R  I N T E R P R E T E R  A N D 
T R A N S L ATO R  P R O G R A M

Ensuring an effective language bridge between client and attorney is the Volunteer 
Interpreter and Translator (VIT) Program, which recruits, trains, and mentors mem-
bers of the community who donate their skills and time to assist in verbal and written 
communications. While there is internal capacity for Spanish, there was still need at 
times for VIT support in this language for both interpretations and translations. 



or simply disappear.” The last straw was when they started involving 
Adriana’s kids.  For their safety, Adriana decided to take her children and 
flee the country, leaving her job, family, community, and hometown to 
find somewhere to live without constant fear.

She traveled to Mexico—spending some time there before deciding to 
cross the border to the U.S., where a family member lived in San Diego. 
Now in the U.S., she felt safe for the first time in years. But she was still 
faced with the threat of being deported back to Cuba.

Even though immigration officers expressed an intent to begin depor-
tation proceedings against her, her case languished for months without 
action by the government. Nevertheless, Adriana was proactive. After 
hearing about Casa Cornelia from a friend, Adriana contacted the Law 
Center for assistance. 

Volunteer Attorney Fatima Brizuela took on her case while at the firm 
Kirby McInerney LLP, and continued with the case at Hartley LLP. 
With Fatima’s assistance, Adriana applied for asylum even though the 
U.S. government had not moved forward on her case.

Following months of hard work and multiple government-caused delays, 
Adriana was finally granted asylum! Adriana now has legal status to 
remain in the U.S. and can now work and build a life here for herself and 
her family. Given recent changes in immigration processing, Cubans can 
no longer count on the preferential status they once had—this asylum 
case was hard fought by Fatima! ■

A D R I A N A’ S  S TO RY:  A  D O C TO R  
R U N N I N G  F R O M  P O L I T I C A L  

C O R R U P T I O N 

In a small town in Cuba, a young 
girl named Adriana* had a dream 
of becoming a doctor. After perse-
vering, she graduated from medi-
cal school and began working at a 
local clinic. One day, members of 
the Communist Party approached 
her, pressuring her to join the par-
ty and attend political meetings.  
Adriana refused while showing 
her disapproval of the party and 

the government.  As time went by, the pressure increased.  Suddenly, the 
government asked her to participate in an international medical mission, 
but Adriana refused as she felt this request was a form of punishment for 
her political views. She also did not want leave her family for long.  After 
declining the request, Adriana was demoted at work.

Shortly after the demotion, the police detained and interrogated her: 

“When I was detained, I was afraid I would become a political prisoner 

*All names have been changed to protect clients’ identities.

In 2020, across all programs, Casa Cornelia responded to clients and potential clients 
from 54 different countries speaking 51 languages, including Arabic, Creole, 
Farsi, French, French/Arabic, Lingala, Mandarin, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, 
and Swahili. Beyond the verbal interpretation and document translation, which can 
be very lengthy and time consuming, the VITs help cement the attorney/client rela-
tionship and the trust critical in any case. The Law Center relies on the generosity of 
volunteer interpreters and translators to bridge the language gap between clients and 
their attorneys, and their participation is crucial for attorneys to be able to competent-
ly represent their clients. Last year alone, 132 Volunteer Interpreters and Translators 
donated 2,854 hours of service.

In addition to the attorneys, interpreters, and translators who donated their time, en-
ergy, and skills, 82 other volunteers—including board members, committee members, 
legal clerks, and interns— donated 3,232 hours of service.



H U M A N  A N D  S O C I A L  
S U P P O R T  S E RV I C E S

Concurrent to all other efforts by Casa Cornelia is the need to stabilize its clients as 
they go through their legal process. The special social and economic challenges of 2020 
created an opportunity for Casa Cornelia to be there for its clients in new ways. The 
Support Services Program provided essential information, assessments, and qualified 
referrals to social services agencies throughout the country and across all programs. In 
2020, Support Services connected 67 clients with asylee benefits; provided valuable 
education and language referrals to 4 clients; assisted 33 clients with critical housing, 
financial, or food services; and referred 5 clients to valuable mental health and victims’ 
services resources. 

The challenge of connecting clients with these much-needed services, especially with 
regards to Covid-19 information, cannot be understated. Additionally, many clients 
found themselves in dire economic situations during the pandemic, often while still 
awaiting their work permits. Nevertheless, these resources were found and provided to 
clients, including one local program providing financial grants directly to immigrants 
and refugees who had lost their jobs. 

Establishing and forging ongoing working relationships with a wide variety of agencies 
and benefactors made the difference. For example, Casa Cornelia’s relationship with 
philanthropic group This Is About Humanity resulted in the ability to refer 17 client 
families to a donation distribution drive in October that was tailor-made to meet their 
needs. One client responded by saying “I feel like I won the lottery! I will never forget 
this act of kindness. Please know how much you have helped our family.” Providing 
stability to clients greatly improves the likelihood that their legal case will  
be effectively processed and completed.

This is About Humanity and the Chicano Federation hosted a drive-through  
donation drive for 17 Casa Cornelia client families in need in October of 2020.

This is About Humanity Co-Founders Elsa Marie Collins and Yolanda Selene  
Walther-Meade (left) and Chicano Federation CEO Nancy Maldonado (center)  
speak to volunteers before the drive-through donation event.



C O R N E L I A’ S  C H I L D R E N :  
A  G I F T  C A R D  D R I V E

Many clients were severely impacted by Covid-19 and the economic crisis—particu-
larly single mothers awaiting their work permits after escaping domestic abuse. Hence, 
the Law Center remained committed to share as much joy, comfort, and support to 
the families and individuals Casa Cornelia serves. 

Undaunted by the logistical limitations and safety precautions taken due to the pan-
demic, the annual Cornelia’s Toy Shop was transformed into a Gift Card Drive. With 
the warm encouragement of Sr. Mary Wayne Gradon, SHCJ, who has always been key 
to the success of the Toy Shop, staff decided to collect and mail out as many $25 gift 
cards to client families in need as possible. 

Casa Cornelia was once again fortunate to have the kindness and generosity from the 
faith community, law firms, and individual donors who donated funds and gift cards 
towards this effort. In the end, we were able to mail out gift cards to 193 families in 
need, with extra support going to 23 families experiencing a particularly difficult time. 

E D U C AT I N G  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  
O N  I M M I G R AT I O N  P O L I C Y

Pursuant to its mission, Casa Cornelia seeks to educate others regarding the impact of 
immigration law and policy on the community and the public good. Last year, Casa 
Cornelia's leadership and staff participated in many virtual community events, speak-
ing at both public gatherings and private events. Formal virtual presentations were 
made to various groups, including the Anti-Defamation League, places of worship, the 
Lawyers Club of San Diego, and Price Fellows students. Training sessions were also 
held for community partners and legal professionals.

Furthermore, Casa Cornelia continued hosting its Mission Mondays sessions virtually. 
These conversations between community members, supporters and Casa Cornelia’s 
legal staff provided updates on trends and challenges faced by the populations served 
by the Law Center. 

Casa Cornelia staff members get ready to safely mail gift cards to 193 Casa Cornelia clients and 
their families.

Casa Cornelia's Board of Directors stayed well-informed and active with the organization by 
meeting frequently via Zoom (video conference).



13 T H  A N N UA L  
L A  M A N C H A  AWA R D S

Every year, Casa Cornelia presents the La Mancha Awards to exceptional volunteers 
who help further access to justice for the vulnerable populations served by the Law 
Center. Given the gathering risks and restrictions, the 2020 celebration was held vir-
tually. The video program debuted on Thursday, October 15, and featured interviews 
with award recipients, client testimonies, event sponsors, and current and former staff. 
Executive Director Carmen Chavez was the mistress of ceremonies.

The following awards were presented:

L A  M A N C H A  AWA R D S

DISTINGUISHED PRO BONO ATTORNEY OF THE YEAR

Jeff Sheriff, Esq. 
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP

PRO BONO L AW FIRM OF THE YEAR

Latham & Watkins LLP

PRO BONO PUBLICO AWARDEES*

Austin Day, Esq., Cooley LLP
Qiming Deng, Esq., Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati

Jonathan DeSimone, Esq.
Jeanne Detch, Esq., Cooley LLP

Elona Dunehew, Esq., Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen & Loewy, LLP
Jennifer French, Esq., Patterson Law Group

Zack Kirscher, Esq., DLA Piper
Justin Leisey, Esq., Cooley LLP
Paul Najar, Esq., Gafcon, Inc.

Edward O’Connor, Esq.
Stephanie Postal, Esq., Latham & Watkins LLP

Sophia Rios, Esq., Cooley LLP
Rupa Singh, Esq., Niddrie Addams Fuller Singh LLP

*This list represents attorneys’ firms at the time of volunteering in 2019.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARDEES

Katie Abajian
Kate Anchondo

Holly Araya
Julie Burelle

Francesca Egger
Natalia Gottschalk

Daniel Krupa

Ian Lutz
Annie Milleret

Katie Noe
Elena Perez

Robert Ponce
Samuel Wilson 

presents its

13 T H  A N N U A L 

L A  M A N C H A  AWA R D S
V I R T U A L  P R O G R A M

Thursday 
October 15, 2020

5:30p.m.

C A S A  C O R N E L I A  
L AW  C E N T E R

» WAT C H  V I D E O

https://youtu.be/xRw7drtNZ-o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xRw7drtNZ-o


“When one is blessed with 
privilege, the question is not 
whether to give back, but 
how. Casa Cornelia allows 
attorneys like me to use our 
education, training, and 
experience for the greater 
good, instead of just our 
own advancement. With the 
guidance of a dedicated staff 
of skilled immigration law 

professionals, I have been able to advocate for some of the most vulnerable 
individuals at a time when they are fleeing persecution and human rights 
violations. Casa Cornelia has given me that special satisfaction that 
only comes from lending a helping hand where it is most needed. As a 
proud naturalized citizen, I can think of no better way to pay it forward 
than to give my time and our firm’s financial support to an organization 
committed to those seeking a safe haven in our great country.”

R U PA  G .  S I N G H ,  E S Q .
Niddrie Addams Fuller Singh LLP 
Volunteer Attorney | Corporate Sponsor | 2020 Pro Bono Publico Awardee

“Casa Cornelia does critically 
important work to protect the 
human rights of the indigent 
immigrant community in San 
Diego, and I am delighted 
to support Casa Cornelia’s 
mission as a volunteer 
attorney and a contributor.  
I have had the opportunity 
to work closely with Casa 
Cornelia’s attorneys and staff, 

and I’ve seen firsthand their tireless efforts in providing quality pro bono 
representation to people who need it most.  Their talent and dedication is 
an inspiration, and I hope you'll join me in supporting their efforts."  

AC H R A F  FA R R A J,  E S Q .
Latham & Watkins LLP
Volunteer Attorney | Donor | 2014 Pro Bono Publico Awardee

"Getting a green card through 
DACA has definitely lifted so 
much weight off my shoulders."

DA N I E L A  G .
Former client of Casa Cornelia, 
Children’s Program

Casa Cornelia's 13th Annual La Mancha Awards video program featured several special 
interviews between staff and former clients of Casa Cornelia.

» WAT C H  V I D E O

https://youtu.be/xRw7drtNZ-o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xRw7drtNZ-o


"Casa Cornelia has been there 
for me since day one. It has 
given me hope. I could not have 
done it by myself. Working with 
them has been just a blessing."
AW I C H U  A .
Former client of Casa Cornelia, 
Asylum Program

"On June 23 of 2020, I received my 
permanent legal residence, which makes 
me feel very grateful to Casa Cornelia. […] 
There are so many emotions surrounding 
the gratitude I feel for Casa Cornelia.  
Without you, I would not be able to do 
anything, and now I see that there are so 
many opportunities to move forward–
and that yes, we can!  With the kindness 
and love of yours, with the incredible 
support, and love that hugs every person 
that enters the Law Center seeking 
help.   By embracing a person that feels 
broken, through moral support and legal 
assistance, it is more than a blessing." 

LU Z  E .
Former client of Casa Cornelia, Victims of Crime Program

T H E  C A R M E N  C H AV E Z  J U S T I C E  F U N D
In 2020, Executive Director 
Carmen Chavez celebrated her 
25th Anniversary with Casa 
Cornelia. Ms. Chavez started as a 
volunteer in 1995 and continued 
her legal path at the Law Center, 
serving in many different roles as 
a paralegal, law clerk, attorney, 
and Associate Director before 
becoming Casa Cornelia’s 
Executive Director in 2007. In all 
her roles at Casa Cornelia, Ms. 
Chavez has combined leadership 
with warmth, compassion, and 
determination.

In honor and recognition of Carmen’s years of service and contributions to the 
community, the City of San Diego declared November 17, 2020, the “Carmen M. 
Chavez, Esq.'s 25th Anniversary at Casa Cornelia Law Center Day.” 

In addition to internal virtual celebrations commemorating her achievements, the 
Board of Directors launched a philanthropic initiative called the Carmen Chavez 
Justice Fund to raise much-needed unrestricted contributions that would help the 
organization prepare for new legal challenges and opportunities brought in 2021. The 
campaign was an incredible success, raising over $150,000 in individual donations. 



$389,184

$402,711$2,435,355

R E F L E C T I O N  F R O M  N E W  B OA R D 
C H A I R  D R .  G L O R I A  B A D E R

I am honored to begin my role as 
Chair of the remarkable Board of 
Directors of Casa Cornelia Law 
Center. The Board’s commitment 
centers on guiding and supporting the 
Executive Director, Carmen Chavez 
and the entire staff, the enthusiastic 
donors, our zealous pro bono 
attorneys, and trusted multi-lingual 
volunteer interpreters and translators. 
The Board’s devotion to the mission of 
Casa Cornelia will impact thousands 
of children and adults in the years 
ahead as it has in the past. With a new 
national leadership in place, we have 
an opportunity to influence policy, 

reimagine immigration reform and broaden our communication. At the same time, 
the quality legal services that Casa Cornelia offers our clients will continue and grow.

I first learned about Casa Cornelia over 25 years ago when I attended a San Diego 
luncheon of Rosemont College alumnae. Sister Ann M. Durst, SHCJ, Casa Cornelia’s 
Founder, and a few other former presidents of the college were there. At the close 
of the meeting, I offered Sr. Ann the services of my accountant at my consulting 
company, The Bader Group. I intended to pay for the services but my accountant, 
Tony Applebaum, donated his financial work to Casa Cornelia for the next 10 years.

After that, Sr. Ann asked me to be on the first Board and I provided some staff training 
in communication and chaired the Executive Director search committee that selected 
Carmen’s predecessor. Later, I chaired the visiting site committee that studied the 
Law Center’s relationship with the Society of The Holy Child Jesus and the legacy 
of Cornelia Connelly. On the Board again, I served on the Governance Committee 
and then chaired the Strategic Planning Committee. My goals for the Board include 
strengthening attention to the mission, broadening impact and outreach through 
communication, and Board recruitment, inspiring new donors and building our 
financial security, and becoming a model board and employer.

G L O R I A  E .  B A D E R ,  E D. D.
Founder | The Bader Group
Board Chair | Casa Cornelia Law Center

2 0 2 0  F I N A N C I A L S

In 2020, net assets increased by $1,267,269.  Of this amount, unrestricted net assets 
increased by $1,601,581, while restricted net assets decreased (that is, funds were 

released from being restricted) by $334,312.

$13,670
$203,743

$787,443

$492,205

$2,173,370

$3,227,250: Expenditures 2020 

$3,670,431: Fund Raising Income/Donated Services 2020

Legal Services 75%                 Management/General 12%                  Fund Raising 13%

Grants                 Donated Services                 Events Net                 Miscellaneous                 Contributions            



C A S A  C O R N E L I A  2 0 2 0  D O N O R S
Casa Cornelia Law Center is grateful for the generous 2020 contributions from the 

following individuals and partner organizations:

$100,000+
California Department of Social Services (CDSS)

California Wellness Foundation
J.H. Moran and J.D. Moran Honorary Trust

Price Philanthropies
PWH Educational Foundation

State Bar of California - Equal Access Fund
State Bar of California - IOLTA

Vera Institute of Justice

$50,000 – $99,999
Dolores Street Community Services

Raskob Foundation
San Diego Women's Foundation
Wellspring Philanthropic Fund

 $10,000 – $49,999

Allison and Robert Price Family Foundation
Anonymous, via the Catholic Community Foundation

Terrence R. Caster | A-1 Self-Storage
Center for Community Solutions

Thomas and Julie Condon
Cooley LLP

DLA Piper Foundation
Farrell Family Foundation
Robert and Althea Howe
M. House Family Fund

Marilyn Manzer and Anthony Niewijk
Menard Family Foundation

This is About Humanity, via the International Community Foundation
Tom and Audry Morrow, via Goldman Sachs Gives

Parker Foundation
Paul Hastings LLP
Peacemakers Fund

Pratt Memorial Fund
Elizabeth Principi

San Diego Gas & Electric
Susan Sharin and Laurina Young

Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP
Society of the Holy Child Jesus, American Province

St. Germaine Children's Charity
Gerald Trippitelli and Tessa Yutadco

Union Bank of California N.A.
William H. Donner Foundation

$5,000 – $9,999

Veronica Ahern
Justin T. Berger
Cheryl A. & John M. O'Meara  
	 Charitable Foundation
Pamela Daniel
DLA Piper LLP
Michael and Regina Dowd
Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen & Loewy, 	
	 LLP
The John and Kathleen Schreiber  
	 Foundation
Mary Ellen and Jerry Harris
Margaret Healy
Hispanics in Philanthropy (HIP)

Kroha Casner Family Foundation
Latham & Watkins LLP
Mary R. Moran
The Morrison & Foerster Foundation
Robert P. and Mary Kay O'Meara
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Maria Roberts
Samuel H. & Katherine Weaver French 	
	 Fund
Sandler Lasry Laube Byer & Valdez LLP
Marilies Schoepflin
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati 		
	 Foundation 
 

$2,500 – $4,999

Nancy and Daniel Aeling
The Bader Group
David and Elizabeth Balfour
California Change Lawyers
Sandra Capano
Carmen Chavez and Matthew  
	 Agostinelli
Hector and Ariana Chavez-Rochin
Ellen Colangelo and James Ewing
Blake Harper and Janice Deaton
Teresa F. Doyle
Foley & Lardner LLP
Google
Hallagan-Huston Family Foundation
Thomas and Margaret Healey

Frank and Nancy Hogan
Lucy and Steve Howell
Kelly and Robert Kaplan
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP
Klinedinst PC
Thomas and Lisa Laube
George and Karen Longstreth
Ohr Shalom Synagogue
Procopio, Cory, Hargreaves & Savitch 	
	 LLP
Kevin Quinn
Amy and John Romaker
San Diego Volunteer Lawyer Program 
(SDVLP)
Schaffer Family Law Group, APC



$1,000 – $2,499

Ana Aguilar
Brittany Applestein Syz
Feroza and Suresh Ardeshir
Auto Fraud Legal Center
Sherry Bahrambeygui
Bonnie Bailey-Jones
Vicki Baron
Robert and Mary Beatty
Sarah Callaway Brabant
Annette Brandin
Claudia Case
Chad Casey
Laura Closkey
Kevin and Alice Curtin
Devra Davis
Barbara DeConcini and Walter Lowe
James DeHarpporte
Donald M. Jackson Trust
Marguerite Drasler
The Drakulich Firm, APLC
Sr RayMonda DuVall
Joanne Dyer
Jean and John Earl
Jill Esbenshade
Achraf Farraj
Fe Fernandez
Paul Finke
Garrett Gruener and Amy Slater  
	 Family Fund
James Gerber
Valerie Gillies
John and Florence Gillman
Marianne Grisez
Karen and Warren Gross
Glenn D. Grossman

Helen Grunke
Jill Hall
Denise and John Harder
Jana and Doug Harker
Denise Hickey
Heidi Hofer
David Hoffman
HR Results
The Immaculata
Walter and Rosemary Johnston
Tom Tierney and Lisa Kahle
Andrew Kaiser
Linda and Mel Katz
KKR & Co. Inc.
Jacob and Claire Whipple Koshland
Philip and Madeline Lacovara
Darin Lippoldt
Walter and Karen Loewenstern
Gary Lynn
Kenneth Martin
Mary McCrann
Angela Miner
Tom and Karen Mulvaney
Patrick Murphy
Steve and Cynthia Nelson
Rita Newark
Niddrie Addams Fuller Singh LLP
Nossaman LLP
Edward Oleata
William F. O'Meara
Kevin O'Neill and Kevin Burns
John Pacheco
Gabrielle Porter Taylor
Public Health Institute
Religious of the Sacred Heart of Mary

Mary and Ron Siegrist
Kathy Smith
St. James by the Sea Episcopal Church
Adrienne and Representative Juan 		
	 Vargas

Deacon Jim and Frances Vargas
Gregory Vega
Mariellen Whelan
Yeye Zhang

Rebecca Roberts
Rose Immigration Law
Theodore and Jeanne Roth
James Schnepp
Renee Schor
Florence Seligman
Robert and Mary K. Shields
Sisters of Mercy AWMC
Peter Sticklen

Thomas Edward Templeton and  
	 Mary Ena Erlenborn
Mariko Uyeda
Karin Winner
Regis Worley
Barbara Wright
Liane Yee
Christy Zatkin 

$500 – $999

Carmen Angeles
Sandra and Dan Bane
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Barnes
Helen Bourne
Courtney Brown
Wendy Bulger
Ann Byrne
Callaway Golf Company
Margie Carroll
Jack and Jan Chatten-Brown
Delores Christiansen
Luke Cocalis
Janine and Douglas Cohen
Thomas and Joan Coughlin
Ann Craig
Mary Catherine Cuff and William Wolf
Brett and Maile D'Arcy
Steve and Susan Davis
Diana DeBruin
Susan Delaney
Austen D'Lima
Mary Dollarhide Lutz and Andrew Lutz
Dominican Sisters of Mission San Jose
Bonnie Eisenfeld
The Farrar Family Charitable Fund
Stephen and Julie Ferruolo
Glorene Franco
Jenn French
Lisa Galliath
Lilia E. Garcia

Matt and Marcia Gettinger
David and Marcia Gill
Erin Hallagan
Ryan Simkovsky and Rebecca Hanovice
Joan Heller
Allyn and David Johnston
Brooke Killian Kim
Stephanie Korszen
Karla Kraus
James Laube
Kevin Laube
Kathleen LeMieux
Clare Leschin-Hoar
Diane Leslie
Sandra Lincoln, SHCJ
Ian Lutz
Robert Marasco
William and Glenda Marsh
Jesus and Karen Montes
Christyn Moran
Susan Morse-Lebow
Paul Najar
Susan and Stephen Nickerson
Jean M. O'Meara, SHCJ
Gary and Carol Packer
Anne Pings
Mary Popit, SHCJ
Jeannie Rose Rubin
Salesforce.com, Inc.
Rocio Sanchez Flores



Joseph Secker
Sara Shapouri
Nancy Stagg
Jonathan and Nicole Van de Leuv
Ann Ver Steeg
Matthew and Monique Walker

Catherine and Scott Wallace
Hon. Kim and Bill Wardlaw
Danny Washle
Jeffrey Wergeles
Connie Whitcraft

UP TO $499 
Katie Abajian
Karen Adam
ADP, LLC
Anthony Agostinelli
Maria Agostinelli and Denis 	
	 Marusic
Deacon Tony and Sharon 	
	 Albers
Ali Alsanosei
Javier A. Angulo
Ildiko Antal
Laura Applegate
Donna Applestein
Karen Arden
Maria Arenas Salazar
Association of Corporate 	
	 Council San Diego 
	 Chapter
Rachel Auerbach
Helen Jean Baksic
Rudolph and Mary  
	 Bandovich
Marya and Karol Barr
BeatBabel, LLC
Dory Beatrice
Kathry Becker and David 	
	 Schindel
Judy Bee
Mary Bergan
Best Buy Charity Custodial 	
	 Account
Sam Bettwy
Stephen Beuerle
Barkur Ganesh Bhat
Bernardo Bicas and Maty 	
	 Feldman-Bicas

Nelly Bickel
Hollie Bierman
Steven and Rosamond 	
	 Blevins
Watson and Eren Branch
Philip and Marina Braswell
Susan Braun
Melissa Brayman
Vicki Broach
Justin Brooks
Janis Brown
Judith Brown
Shannon Brubaker
Dale Burchby
Katherine Burns
Lyngine Calizo
Elizabeth Camarena and  
	 Ali Emamjomeh
Griselda Camarena
Ryan Caplan
Patricia Carbine
Liz Carey
Edilia Carrillo and John  
	 L. Douglas
Nadia Carrillo
Ann T. Carroll
Lauren and Derrick  
	 Cartwright
Gloria Casillas
Veronica Castellanos
Maria Castro
Irma Castro
Center for Spiritual Living, 	
	 Bonita
Sophia Ceulemans
Elizabeth Chamberlin

Ting Chang
Dana Rochelle Chapnick
Josh and Amy  
	 Chatten-Brown
Arturo and Glenda Chavez
Yvonne Chism-Peace
Kathleen Spreen Christenson
Church of our Saviour
Elizabeth Clarke, SHCJ
Mischa and Anita Cohn
Noel Colaneri
Marie Colangelo
Regina Colangelo
June Collins
Oana Constantin
Paula Cordeiro
Mark Corley and Beth  
	 Hogan Corley
Wayne Cornelius
Crane Farms
Beth Crawford
Martha Crowe
Michael and Rebecca 
Crowley
Carolina Cruz
Domingo Cuevas
Meredith D'Angelo
Scott M. and Kim Daniel
Paul Datnow
Elizabeth Davidson
Valerie Davidson
Neil and Mariaelena Davila 	
	 Auwarter
Mary Dawe
Pepe De Alejandro
Logan Deane

Darien Delorenzo and  
	 Beverly Edge
The Democratic Woman's 	
	 Club
Jeanne Detch
Laura White Dillon
Lionel D'Luna
Bobbi-Jo Dobush
Paul Dombkowski
Suzanne Dombkowski
Lora Dotson
Mary E. Doyle
Margaret Doyle, SHCJ
Phoebe Duggan
Ann M. Durst, SHCJ
Jackie Ealy
Joy Edelman
Christie Edwards
Mary Ekstrom
Perlman Emily
Nadia Farjood
Jenna Fasone and Austin 	
	 Silldorff
Monica and David Federman
Victor Felix
Fish & Richardson
Connie Fisher
Marie Flacassier
Janet Flaherty
William and Connie Flores
Jelitsa Fonseca
Kathryn Ford
Melodie Ford
Virginia Forrest
Dov Fox
John and Carla Fox
Geraldine and Richard 	
	 Frances
Jeff Frank
Kelsey Freckleton
Michelle Fredson
Joan and David Friedenberg
Marion Froehlich
Laura Fulton
Karen Gagnon

David Gangsei
Patricia Garcia
Melissa Garcia
Felice Gardner
Mary and Roy Garrett
Ann and Kenneth Gary
Deanne Gauthier
Sharon Gebauer
Monica Ghiglia
Jesse and Jason Giessow
Tari Gilbert
Khanh Glatzel
Helen Glenister
Rosaline Gonzalez
David and Domelia Gonzales
Mark and Christy Gorden
Roberta Gottfried
Mary Wayne Gradon, SHCJ
Molly Green
Jo Green
Kyra Greene
Allison and Kevin Gregg
Sheila Grela
Lori Gremel
Jerry Griffith
Claire Groebner
Alma Guerrero
Jawid Habib
Wendy Hager
Steven Hamilton
Stephanie Hanson
Steve and Janie Harker
Elaine Harwell
Jennifer Haslam
Evan Hathaway
Mary Jane Haubert
Eileen Healy
Patricia Hendrickson
Maria Heredia
Theresa Hernandez
Rosa Hernandez Castellanos
Patricia Hinz
Karen Hirschfeld
James and Ann Hogan
Michael Hogan

Frank J. Hogan
Ivan and Leilani Holmes
Florentina Hooker
Beth Howard
Isabella Furth and Everett 	
	 Howe
Beth Hurley
David and Therese Hymer
Rosario Martinez Iannacone
Jane Illades
Immaculate Heart  
	 Community
Robert and Virginia  
	 Infantino
Helen Irza
Leslee Jaeger
Joelle James
Monique Caron and  
	 Luis Jarquin
Anna Jauregui-Law
Kathleen Jetson
Fermin Jimenez
Fo Jo
Hollis Johnson
Rebecca Jones
Virginia Jones
Nancy Kaczmarek
Jasmin Kaeser
Guylain Kapitena
 Kathleen Cordes, SHCJ
Marilyn Kaufhold
Renee Keester-Wellman and 	
	 Ray Wellman
Edward Kehler
Bridget Kennedy
Nancy Kennedy
Jean Kerr
Joan Kiely
King's Printing
Carol Kissin
Beth Knight
Catherine Konyn and Peter 	
	 Petersen
Barbara Kozikowski
Scott Kramer



Evan Kravitz
Carleen Kreider
Carrie Kubitschek
Mindy Kursban
Marie La Palme Reye
Dee Snow Lang
Robert Lapidus
Ofie Lattman
Linda Levine
Judy Linen
Lina Llanto
Elizabeth Loomis, SHCJ
John Loughlin
Carl Luster
Kathleen M. Lynch
Michael Lyon
Edna Lyons
Lyric Services, Inc.
Colleen Maas
John MacDougall and  
	 Jennifer Schuman
Jane Maloney
Claire Manto
Susanne Marczak
Lee Margot
Elizabeth Marietti
Diane Marques
Carolina Martin Ramos
Norma Martinez
Roberto Martinez
Diane Masser-Frye
Robin McBride
Kelly McDonald
Helen McDonald, SHCJ
Jessica McElfresh
James D and Jewell McIlraith
Terri McKenzie, SHCJ
Patricia McLaughlin
John and Vera McMahon
Sheila McNiff, SHCJ
Mary Patterson McPherson
Joseph McQuaide
Valerie Mejia
Yarazel Mejorado
Scott Meltzer

Marcela Mendez
Michael and Lisa Merrill
Jeanne Mettler
Christopher and Heather 	
	 Meyers
Dimaris Michalek
Mary Michaud, SHCJ
Francis Miles McNiff and 	
	 Janet Goodwin
Sally Miller
Annie Milleret
Marjorie Milstein
Meg Mitchell
Jonathan D. and Annika 	
	 Montag
Kathleen Moore
Stacie Moore
Christie Morehead
Fredy Moreno
Alejandro Moreno
Christopher Morris
Gregori Morris
Benjamin and Crystalin 	
	 Morris
Catherine Morris
Caroline Morse
Tim Murray
Chelsea Mutual
Pierfilippo Natta
Lynn Neu
Suzanne Nicholl
Emily Nicholson
Robert and Elizabeth 	
	 Niewijk
Nike, Inc.
Katie Noe and Daniel Turner
Wayne Noel
Nordstrom
Oak Knoll School of the 	
	 Holy Child
Margaret O'Brien
Constance O'Connor
Jeremy Ogul
Francisca Olvera, OLVM
John and Mary Jo O'Rourke

Sandra Osborn
Katherine Paculba Lacher
Beatrice Pardo
Mustapha Parekh
Yajaira Pastrana Almendra
Joanne Paulson
Rosa Paunero
Rosalie Pavek
Ellen Peery
Selina Pellerin
Elena Perez
Erica Peterson
Hannah Peterson
Adrienne Petraitis
Sandra Petroshius
Jose Pimentel
Christina Piranio and Steven 	
	 Popper
Niki Piraquive
Bob Poelstra
Vanda Poirier
Sabrina Pourmand
Talia Prussin
Teodora Purcell
Puzzle Pieces Marketing LLC
Joan Quinn
Catherine Quinn, SHCJ
Olga Quinones
Diane Racicot
Kathryn Radinovsky
Catherine Reedy
Aspen Reese
Gary Reichley
Lindsey Reichlin
Karen Reimus
George and Mary Ann Reyes
RG Alliance Group
Florence Rice, SHCJ
Kathryn Richman
Katherine Ringel
Paula and Henry Ristuccia
Virginia Rodee, RSCJ
Katia Rodriguez
Margaret Ronzani
Jeanne Ronzani, SHCJ

Gabriel Ross
Patrick Ross
Diane Rosztoczy
Sheila Rourke
Kay Rowan
Mike and Terri Rucker
Burckhardt Rueffer
Robin Rupe
Barbara and John Ryan
Elizabeth Saiger
Saint Peter's by the Sea 
Lutheran Church
Tim Salter
Alain Samba
Yvonne Sanchez
Rita Sanchez and Richard  
	 del Castillo
Susan Sandahl
Daniel Sant
Monica Santos
Lenore Savage
Sean Schmoon
Roberta Schofield
Kathy Gibbons Schuck
Ericka Schulz
William and Patricia Seiler
Susan Shafi
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